
 
Ripples, Volume 2, February 2021—June 2021 Lakeside Middle School 

Ripples 

LMS NEWSPAPER 

 
A Full Year Completely Virtual 
By Amanda Fasolino, Grade 7 

 

 Could you imagine doing 
school from home for a whole year? 
Well, at the start of the 2020-2021 
school year with the pandemic, the 
Pompton Lakes School District gave 
families a choice to do just that. The 
choice was to stay home and learn vir-
tually or return to in-person instruc-
tion. Many parents decided to have 
their child learn virtually from home, 
because of the scare of possibly catching 
the virus. With this decision, this group 
of students had to adjust to learning 
everything on a computer and had to 
start getting used to changes in their 
everyday life. 
 Being at home though for an entire 

school year has its pros and cons. Some 
of the advantages of being virtual is 
learning from the comfort of your own 
living space. Sleeping in for an extra 20 
minutes, instead of rushing around the 
house to get ready for in-person school 
is a huge advantage as well. Being home 
also allows easy access to get a snack or 
a drink at any time of the day. So there 
are many advantages of being virtual all 
year but there are definitely cons as 
well.  

The worst part about being 
home for an entire school year is that 
students never get the chance to meet 
the amazing teachers at school. These 
teachers work so hard everyday to help 
the students understand the work they 
are providing. Another big disad-
vantage about being home is that the 
students don’t get to see their friends or 
even meet all the new students. Overall 
being a virtual student can be both good 
and bad at the same time, though many 
students enjoyed the change being home 
all year. 
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Playing With 
New Equipment 

Logan Schim-
mel, Grade 7 
 Due to Covid-19, 
it's hard to stay safe and 
participate in fun activi-
ties at the same time, 
especially during gym 
class. However, here at 
Lakeside Middle School, 
our gym teachers Miss 
Brindisi and Mr. Vigorito 
have come up with a so-
lution and you might 
even be able to ask your 
gym teachers to do the 
same things.  During the 
fall months of 2020, the 
students of Lakeside 
Middle School(LMS) par-
ticipated in gym class by 
engaging in warm-up 
activities and running 
around the track to get 

those heart rates up. As 
a result of Covid-19, the 
use of equipment in 
school was not allowed in 
the name of safety. How-
ever, as we approach the 
end of the school year 
we students of LMS with 
the help of new Covid-19 
guidelines have proven 
ourselves to be trustwor-
thy and responsible. With 
that being said, our gym 
teachers have thought of 
the perfect sport that 
could be played while 
adhering to the Covid-19 
guidelines while being 
fun at the same time; 
kickball! 
 With the perfect 
sport in mind, all the gym 
teachers had to do was 
set it up. It's pretty easy 
to set kickball up as well. 

What you need is 4 dif-
ferent designated spots 
to be called bases and a 
couple of friends. It's also 
a good way to have fun 
and be spread out at the 
same time. It's tough to 
play a sport with Covid 
rushing around but kick-
ball might save the show. 
It's the perfect sport to 
play while staying safe. 
There are spread out 
bases and everyone in 
the outfield is spread out. 
When you kick the ball 
you only pass someone 
for a fraction of a second 
and even if you need to 
stand by them you could 
still social distance. 
 
 



 

The Return to  
In-Person  
Learning 
 
Dominik Glaz, 
Grade 7 

 
There are a lot of mixed feel-
ings about returning to school, 
some are good feelings, some 
are bad. But everyone has to 
agree that there are benefits of 
returning to school. But with 
benefits, There are always 
challenges of returning to 
school. But wait, what are the 
benefits of going back to 
school? Well going back to 
school improves our health, 
and reduces depression at 
home. If you stay at home 
24/7, maybe someday you 
will find it harder to breathe. 

This is all because of virtual 
learning, and how our bodies 
work. Although some kids 
like staying home, you will 
come to realize this. But this 
isn’t the only benefit there is, 
another benefit is that you can 
get more work done each day 
and improve your social well-
being. So this means that 
there would be better educa-
tion and better child develop-
ment.  

 
Now that we know the good 
parts of returning to school, 
let's take a look at the chal-
lenges you have to face at 
school. Well, masks actually 
can decrease your airflow, and 
you might find yourself going 
out of your comfort zone each 
day! This is because there is 
more pressure on doing work 
at Lakeside. When you’re 
home, you will tend to find it 

more comfortable than school. 
But this is just simple logic, 
home is where you spend 
most of your time, which 
means you will be more pro-
ductive and comfortable there. 
Some children even come to 
school tired because they 
don't get enough rest at night! 
There are 2 personal problems 
that I find in school. 1 prob-
lem is that cold winds are 
coming from the door each 
day. Another problem is that I 
find carrying a backpack feels 
like carrying a heavy rock 
each day. Anyways, consider-
ing these options, what would 
you do? Stay at home or go to 
school? I mean who wouldn’t 
stay at home. 
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Julia Pollack Attends Stu-
dent Leadership Summit 

Bridget Leahy 
 
On January 9, 2021, Julia Pollack, 8th 
grade attended an event held by the Mar-
yland Music Educators Association. It 
taught her important life skills that in-
cluded time management, advocacy, and 
empowering leadership. When Julia first 
heard that she was selected by Mrs. 
Brantner and Mr. Stier, she was shocked 
and surprised. She was excited to attend 
and thought it was an enjoyable event. 
The event was held via Zoom but she felt 
that “I [she] got the same message as I 
[she] would if it was in-person”. She lost 

a few times but thought it was an amaz-
ing experience and would do it again in 
the future given the chance. She would 
recommend it to anyone if they were giv-
en the opportunity, Julia felt that, “A lot 
of people can learn from the program like 
I [she] did”. Overall, Julia felt that this 
was a very empowering and exciting ex-
perience and learned several life skills as 
well. 



 

Mr. Hales and the GT Class 
Zure Papraniku and Calyx Carfi, 
Grade 7 
                   
Mr. Hales is a hard working person. He is al-
ways trying his best to teach his students and 
he makes it fun. Mr Hales teaches the GT 
class (Gifted and Talented) every day of the 
week during 9th period. He is very smart and 
has the students do activities and experi-
ments. 

 
Mr. Hales has been doing GT for 10 years 
now. His favorite thing about teaching GT is 
it is a good change of pace from teaching his-
tory all day. He enjoys watching the kids 
compete as well as problem solve when we 
get to the Buehler Space or Fort Lee Center. 
Mr .Hales says the requirements to get into 
the GT class are grade point average 3.8 or 
higher, TCS test ( IQ ) test, teacher recom-
mendation, and State test scores. The chal-
lenges he assigns for his students are different 
for each grade, for 8th graders he assigns 
teaching lessons, Workshop of the Arts, solar 

sprint cars, school wide, spelling bees, 
S.T.E.A.M machines, and Battle of the 
books.  
 

Mr. Hales decided to teach the GT 
class because he was always stressed.  imple-
menting group work in the classroom setting . 
He always said he got a kick of watching stu-
dents work hard and problem solving, espe-
cially when personalities are so different. Mr. 
Hales said Gt is a great avenuel for this type 
of learning. The GT class gets 10-12 students 
for each grade 6-8 so roughly 30-36 stu-
dents.  The kind of commitment that is in-
volved with the GT class is “Surprisingly, 
quite a bit” Mr. Hales stated in a recent inter-
view we had with him. “Being a part of The 
Passaic County and New Jersey state Consor-
tium means 2-3 event field trips a month. The 
students are always working hard, developing 
arguments for the Model UN, or building 
STEAM machines. There have been many 
instances where the kids stay after school a 
couple hours a day just to meet a deadline.”  
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Wishing everybody a relaxing, restful summer. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone next year!! 



NFL Extended Season 
 Anonymous  

The new NFL season has increased to an 18 week 
season. The NFL has come out with new games too. 
The NFL is preparing games that have never hap-
pened before. Some teams are playing other teams 
that they have not even played before. The NFL 
fanbase is thrilled with most of the changes the NFL 
has been making. The old regular season used to be 
four preseason games, sixteen regular season games, 
and one bye. The new season however has created a 
brand new set of four preseason games, seventeen 
regular season games, and one bye. The new games 
have already hopefully been decided, for example 

some of the new games are The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers vs The Indianapolis Colts, the Washing football 
team vs the Buffalo Bills, and the Chicago Bears vs 
the Oakland Raiders. Of course there are a lot more 
new games to come and we just have to wait what the 
NFL has in store for us next 
. 

  4 

 

Top 5 NFL Picks  
    By JonathanTiberio Michael 
Knox, Grade 7 

 
The National Football League (NFL) is a pro-
fessional American football league consisting 
of 32 teams, divided equally between the Na-
tional Football Conference (NFC) and the 
American Football Conference (AFC). The 
NFL is one of the four major North American 
professional sports leagues, the highest pro-
fessional level of American football in the 
world. Every year they pick the best college 
football players that are eligible for the draft 
to play in the NFL. 

First on the list is Trevor Lawrence; 
he attended Clemson and was drafted to the 
Jacksonville Jaguars. He was one of the best 
college quarterbacks there is. He has won 
countless championships.He is  6' 6", 220 lbs. 
He had 41 straight victories in his sophomore 
year, winning two state championships and 
four region titles. He had been in the playoffs 
three years in a row.   Second, on the list is 
Zach Wilson. He was attending BYU and was 

drafted to the New York Jets. As well as the 
previous player, he is also a quarterback. He 
is 6’6”,210lbs. In the Heisman, he was picked 
8th. Zach Wilson also ran the fastest 40-yard 
dash from a quarterback since Robert Griffin 
III in 2012.  

 Next up on the list is Trey Lance. 
He is another quarterback and got drafted to 
the 49ers. Trey Lance is a very talented player 
and is going to make great changes for the 
49ers.  He played college football at North 
Dakota State, where he received the Walter 
Payton Award and Jerry Rice Award in 2019 
en route to winning the NCAA Division I 
Football Championship. Trey Lance is one of 
the best players in the draft.  

Next on the list is Kyle Pitts and he 
is not a quarterback he is actually a tight end 
and he was attending Florida and he got draft-
ed to the Atlanta Falcons. He is 6’6,20lbs. He 
won the award for the best tight end in college 
in 2020. He ran a 4.46 in his 40-yard dash. As 
a sophomore in 2020, Kyle Pitts earned the 
title of a unanimous All-American. 
And last but not least  Ja'marr Chase. He is 
the only wide receiver that made the top 5 list. 

He played college football for LSU.  He got 
drafted to the Cincinnati Bengals. As a true 
freshman at LSU in 2018, Chase played in all 
14 games and made eight starts. He finished 
the season with 23 receptions for 313 yards 
and three touchdowns. He returned as a starter 
in 2019, and that year led the FBS in receiv-
ing yards with 1,780 yards on 84 catches. He 
is going to be an outstanding player to the 
Bengal and he has his former quarterback Joe 
Burrow.   
                          There you have the top 5 
picks in the 2021 NFL draft. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Russel Westbrook makes NBA history! 
Dylan Tinaza, Grade 7 

 
 On May 10th, NBA player Russel Westbrook gets the most 
triple-doubles in NBA history having 182 triple-doubles 
passing former NBA player, The Big O, or Oscar Robertson, 
who had 181 triple-doubles 47 years ago. In this game, 
Westbrook went against the Atlanta Hawks scoring 28 
points, 13 rebounds, and a mean 21 assists. The Atlanta 
Hawks sadly spoiled Westbrook’s achievement by winning 
against the Washington Wizards by 125-124. Westbrook 
missed a potential game-winning three-point shot at the 
end of the fourth quarter. After the game, Robertson con-
gratulated Westbrook saying,” I’m very happy for you,” 
and,” I salute you for all your accomplishments in the game 
of basketball.” 

Westbrook was recently traded to the Wizards 
from the Houston Rockets on December 2nd and has been 
doing really well getting a lot of triple-doubles and has 

been working well with NBA player Bradley Beal. Sadly, 
Bradley Beal has not returned to Monday’s game because of 
a left hamstring strain from Saturday’s game against the 
Indiana Pacers, which was when Westbrook tied with Rob-
ertson for the most triple-doubles. If Beal did return, the 
Washington Wizards could have won in this game, but be-
sides that congratulations to Westbrook for getting the 
most triple-doubles in NBA history!  
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NFL Draft Top 5 Picks 
John Ligouri and Jonah Pettibone, Grade 7 
       

What is the Nfl Draft? 

The NFL Draft is the way people are entered into the NFL by 
getting signed by a team. Usually the draft picks are college play-
ers. NFL scouts look for players who will put in the work to help 
out their team. There is also an event called the NFL Combine. 
This event is for players who are looking to join the NFL The 
NFL combine tests players' short-area quickness, lateral move-
ment, flexibility and the speed at which a player can change di-
rections. This can help NFL scouts and teams determine what 
player they should draft. 
 

 
What Teams Get to Choose First. 
The NFL Draft order is determined by the team's record. In the 
2020-2021 NFL season, The worst team in the season was the 
Jacksonville Jaguars going 1-15, so they got the 1st pick in the 
2021 NFL draft. The 2nd pick went to the New York Jets. They 
went 2-14. The Jets could have used a strategy to purposely lose 
all of their games so that they could get the 1st pick in the draft. 
The 3rd pick in the 2021 NFL draft went to the San Francisco 
49rs. The 49rs went 6-10. 
The 4th pick in the 2021 NFL draft went to the 
Atlanta Falcons. The Atlanta Falcons went 4-10. 

The 5th pick in the 2021 NFL draft went to the Cincinnati Ben-
gals. The Cincinnati Bengals went 4-11.  
 
Who Were the Top 5 Draft Picks 
 
The top 5 draft picks are controversial, they always have been. This first 
pick though, was a no-brainer. Everyone knew that Trevor Lawrence 
was going to the Jaguars. Trevor Lawrence is an easy pick for any of the 
teams. He was easily the best quarterback in college football. His junior 
year, he had 3665 passing yards.,his senior year, he threw 24 touchdown 
passes and in his junior year, he threw 36. This next pick was very con-
troversial. The Jets picked Zach Wilson over Justin Fields. I'm not a Jets 
fan, but this still made me mad. Justin Fields earned that number two 
draft pick and got robbed by Zach Wilson. I know Zach Wilson’s pro-
spect ranking was higher, but Justin Fields is just a better quarterback. 
The number three pick was also terrible, Justin Fields got robbed again. 
Trey Lance was the number three pick in the NFL draft. Justin Fields is a 
better quarterback in my opinion. The number 4 pick was a very smart 
pick for the Falcons. The Falcons selected Kyle Pitts. Kyle Pitts is a 
good tight end and can even turn into a great receiver. His blocks are 

incredible and he can also play offensive line. The next pick is also 
good. The Bengals selected Ja’marr Chase. He can turn into a 
really good receiver if he can work with his teammates, especial-
ly Joe Burrow. 

Are the New York Knicks good 
again? 
Xavier Perez, Grade 7    
 
 
The 2014-2015 Knicks have just come off an 
impressive season, finishing 3rd in the Atlan-
tic Division but then losing in the second 
round of the playoffs. As the 2015-2016 NBA 
season started they hoped to have another 
great season but this would sadly never come- 
until years later.  
 
On Tuesday, November 4, 2015, the New 
York Knicks would face the Washington Wiz-
ards, you may be thinking why is this im-
portant game, well the Knicks will go on to 
lose this game and this carried on to a 7 game 
losing streak. December 14, 2015 two games 
after the Knicks broke their losing streak of 
10 games, they would face the Toronto Rap-
tors hoping for a second win in a row but like 
last time they lost but this 1 loss turned into 
16 losses in a row. Now you can probably 
note they didn't make it far and this losing 
season happened next season the season after 
that and for the next two seasons. But then the 
2020-2021seaon happened and the Knicks 
were different then all of sudden the losing 

turned into winning.    
 
The 2020 NBA draft happened and you might 
think they drafted a player that helped them 
change their winning season but the New 
York Knicks select with the 8th pick in the 
first round high flying power forward Obi 
Topin but his injury has put his career on 
hold, so that can't be the reason but let's look 
at the Knicks 25th pick in the first round –
Immanuel Quickley and yes he has been do-
ing good for the Knicks but he is injured so 
that cit. If you would look at the Knicks roster 
you would find a 6’8 249-pound NBA player 
named Julius Randle or if you're a n NBA fan 
you would know this guy is no joke of a play-
er, 24 pts 10 board (rebounds), and 6 assist 
there only been six other players to average 
20+ points in Knicks history. So by his stats 
he is good but he can't be the only person 
helping them win all these games, so who is it 
you may say. As of now, the NY Knicks have 
clinched a playoff berth for the first time since 
2013 and the person carrying them is nobody. 
What I mean by this is that the Knicks have 
an all-round great team. This team has their 
all-star but nobody is carrying them. The 
Knicks have a team where they don't need a 
superstar to carry them to wins, they have 
players whose potential has shown and veter-
an players have shown they still got it.  

 
So in conclusion the Knicks have lots of posi-
tives going into the play-in-tournament and 
they have the potential to keep good for many 
years to come. They have the players, coach-
ing staff, and the potential to be like the great 
New York team they were before.   

mailto:26031@plps-k12.org


Top 5 MLB Prospects Going Into 
The 2021 Season  

Jordan Burwell, Grade 7  
 

 The MLB has some amazing talent that is going 
around the minor league systems. Let's take a look at 
them, We won’t see many pitchers on this list but let's 
dive into it. At the number one rank is Wander Franco 
of the Tampa Bay Rays. Franco has a lot of pop in his 
bat; he started his 2021 minor league season bat-
ting .269 with a slugging percentage of .615. When you 
combine this with the bats that the Rays have in the big 
leagues the Rays are going to be a problem. At the 
number 2 spot we got Adley Rutschman he is currently 
in double A. He started off his 2021 season with a bat-
ting average of .214 with a slugging of .464. Rutschman 
has a cannon for an arm behind the dish which in the 
future could replace their starting catcher Pedro Severi-
no.  

At the number 3 spot which is coming from the 
Detroit Tigers is Spencer Torkelson. Torkelson who is a 
3B/1B has a ton of pop in his bat currently he is playing 
in the Tigers A+ program, to start his season he is bat-
ting .160 with a slugging of .200. Hopefully Torkelson 
can turn around his start to this season and possibly in 

the future replace future Hall of Famer Miguel Cabrera. 
At number 4 we have Jarred Kelenic. Kelenic, who was 
recently called up by the Mariners, was on a tear to 
start his season in AAA with a batting average of .370 
with a slugger percentage of .630. Without a doubt this 
guy is going to have a breakout season in the show, 
people might compare him to possible future HOFer 
Grady Sizemore. Finally at the number 5 spot we have 
another Mariner and he goes by the name of Julio Ro-
driguez. Rodriguez has started this season with a .333 
batting average and a slugging percentage of .606. 
Currently Rodriguez is in the Mariners A+ system this 
guy could be called up at any moment to play the out-
field in the bigs with ROY Kyle Lewis, and the new big 
leaguer Jarred 
Kelenic. In all, this list of the best coming up prospects 
currently in the MLB minor system has tons of talent 
that could all be called up at any moment.  

Cardinal Cheer! 

Noah Chazotte, Grade 8 
 
 

There are a multitude of sports teams here in Pomp-
ton Lakes, but perhaps one of the most well-known 
is the Cardinal Athletics cheer team– because what’s 
a football game without some flashy performance? 
Cardinal Athletics works so hard to be the best that 
they can be. But as the members of the team them-
selves have said, “Cardinal Athletics is more about 
being a family and having team bonding than win-
ning.” 

Cardinal Athletics is a competitive cheerleading 
team, whose ages range from 3-18. The kids make 
their own teams, and practices are from August until 
April. Competitions start in January. In a normal 
year, these competitions are usually local, but this 
year they participated in competitions in Pennsylva-
nia and Florida! There is a summer program from 
ages 3 to college age available for anyone interested 
in participating. For teams, nobody is cut and every-
body gets a spot. 

Cardinal Athletics has accomplished some amazing 
things. Just last year, they won first place over 30 
times and won Grand Champions 6 times. They re-
cently participated in an international competition 
and won against teams from places like Chile and 
Ecuador! Despite these many victories, a Cardinal 
Athletics member says, “Cardinal Athletics is more 
about being a family and having team bonding than 
winning.” 

Cheerleading is often not taken seriously and many 
consider it to be,  “Not a sport.” However, by defini-
tion, a sport is “An activity involving physical exer-
tion and skill in which an individual or team com-
petes against another or others for entertainment,” 
which cheerleading definitely is. Despite the negativ-
ity cheerleading faces, the people at Cardinal Athlet-
ics continue to prove their worth with all of the hard 
work and effort they put in. It’s absolutely amazing 
what they’ve accomplished, and I’m proud to say 
that my hometown is the town of Cardinal Athletics. 



Is Online Shopping  
Beneficial? 

Jenna Khoudeir, Grade 7 
 
Online shopping is a very effec-
tive way of getting the things you 
need, especially if you work full 
time or have many children you 
need to take care of. But, is it the 
best way to do your shopping? 
In the future, we can guarantee 
that online shopping will take 
over, and only a few will go in-
person to shop for their needs 
and wants, but many love the 
feeling of going to stores instead 
of just staying cooped up in your 
house all day. Shopping in per-
son makes many people feel 
productive and gives them a 
good feeling because you are 
doing something. This is all just 
based on your personal opinion, 
but we can look at some exam-
ples of why some may love 

online shopping and why some 
may hate it. 

Let’s get into the pros and 
cons of online shopping. The 
pros of online shopping are that 
1. You would not need to drive to 
get your stuff; this is effective for 
kids under 17 because they can-
not drive, 2. If the things you 
need aren’t in stock in the store, 
they will most likely have it 
online, 3. you would not have to 
take time looking around the 
whole store, 4. There are many 
different stores online which you 
can choose from, 5. You won’t 
have to wait in lines.  

There are many other 
pros of online shopping, but let’s 
look at the cons of online shop-
ping. 1. Most items have ship-
ping fees which usually increase 
your total, 2. It takes time for 
something to ship and deliver to 
your house, which is not conven-
ient, especially if you need your 

purchases as soon as possible, 
3. It produces packaging waste, 
4. You cannot tell if the item is a 
scam/what you want, 5. You 
have a risk of fraud. Online 
shopping can lead to some dan-
gerous things, but it can be ben-
eficial. If the future is all about 
online shopping, the whole world 
will feel shut down. Enjoy the 
time you have going shopping in 
malls and markets because it 
may not last long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



All About Skateboarding 
Justin Charyak, Grade 7 

 
Around the 1960’s skateboarding was introduced by Larry Ste-
venson and was very popular in California. It was a flat piece of 
wood with trucks from roller skates and wheels attached on the 
trucks. At first skateboarding was called “sidewalk surfing” be-
cause it looked like a surfboard. Skateboarding has progressed 
and many new things have come. There are now different types 
of skateboards. There is the popsicle which is the most popular. It 
has a nose and a tail with concaves to make it point up. It also has 
bigger trucks and better wheels. 

 There are now tricks that you can do. The first trick was 
named the “ollie” which was a jump on a skateboard. This trick is 
the staple to skateboarding because you can’t do any trick with-
out an ollie. The ollie was first invented by Alan Gelfand and his 
nickname used to be ollie and was called that from his friend 
Scott Goodman. Alan once accidentally did an “aerial lipslide” 
which is where you jump up onto a rail and your board slides 
across the rail but your body is facing backwards. He got up by 
doing a jump on his skateboard and his friend Scott named it an 
“ollie pop” because of his nickname ollie. The way to do this is 
to have your back foot on the tail of the board and your front foot 
almost in the middle. You then push down with your back foot to 
make it turn upward which is called a pop. Then with your front 
foot you roll it and slide up on the board. You then jump and you 

will get an ollie if you do this almost at the same time. 
There are also new styles of skateboarding. There are 3 

main styles: street, vert, and freestyle. Street skateboarding is the 
most common and popular way of skateboarding. With street 
skating you find places to skate which they call “skate spots”. 
Examples would be finding stairs to ollie down, finding ledges to 
do grinds and slides which is where you ollie onto the ledge and 
either use your board or your trucks to slide across on the edge of 
it. There is also vert which is probably the least common. Vert is 
a huge ramp and it is vertical going up. Tricks you can do are 
spins. Popular skaters like Tony Hawk skate vert. Tony Hawk 
was the first person to a 900 which is 2 and ½ spins mid air.  

There is also freestyling which is where you use the 
board in different ways. The most popular stance in freestyling is 
“primo” which is where you stand on the board on its side. You 
then do tricks like doing a kickflip which is where the board 
spins and you land it mid air. To do a primo kickflip you have to 
stand on the board sideways and you put pressure on the back of 
the board to make it tilt up. Then you can use your front or back-
foot to flick it backwards and make it spin. You then land and 
you have a primo kickflip. 

10 Reasons Why TV Shows are Better 
than Movies 
  Anonymous 
 
Most people would argue that tv shows 
are better than movies. However, I along 
with many see it differently! Here are the 
Top 10 Reasons why tv shows are now 
much better than movies. 

 
 

 
 
        10. You get to understand the 
shows more or you can get to know 
what characters are like. 
 
 
        9.You can enjoy shows longer in-
stead of watching an hour movie you 
could be watching 20 episode 20 
minutes long and you get to watch so 
much more out of a show than a movie  
 
 
        8.In a Tv show the topic of the story 
can change but in more movies there is 
strictly one topic like action, adventure, 
drama, and rom coms. 
 
 
        7. Shows can be more of a hobby 

that you can binge watch instead of 
watching the same movie over and over. 
You could watch a 3 to 4 season show 
and enjoy that for a good time if you 
don't have anything else to do or are just 
bored. 
 
 
        6.Tv show are much more unpre-
dictable than a movie 
 
         
        5. Some movie might be more for a 
specific audience but a lot of shows are 
more for everyone  
 
 
        4. The directors and producers 
could have more leeway and direction of 
where the shows might be going but in 
movies most of the time people really 
make it go in one direction and don't re-
ally change what is going on. 
 
 
        3. Show can have much more com-
plicated stories and you would still un-
derstand it more that you would a movie 
 
 
       2. An event or multiple events could 
last much longer and could have much 
more importance to the aspect of the 
show. 

1. 
 
And the number 1 thing that is better 
about shows than movies is….. 

2.  
The suspense and cliffhangers 
that are in shows and how you 
wont know what's going to hap-
pen next for example if a char-
acter might die but the season 
ends you are eager to find out 
what will happen next. 

 

 



The Different Types of Anime 
By Kristelle Jimenez, Grade 7 

 
Kids and adults love anime although some people think they 
are too old for it. But no, there are different types of anime 
genres you might enjoy. Anime has a large variety to pick 
from. It can go to comedy, to romance, to action. Each cate-
gory has its own name, for example sho nen is about a young 
teen boy's life while sho jo is about a young teen girl's life. 
Some sho nen and sho jo anime are Naruto, Hunter Hunter, 
Inuyasha, Sailor Moon, Kill La Kill, Orange, and many more. If 
you like horror there's horror anime, if you like adventure 
there's adventure anime. The list can go on forever. 
In anime, there are also different types of drawing style. Not 
all anime look the same. Some look realistic and some look 
cartoony. For example, Attack on Titan has a more realistic 

art style to My Hero Academia which has more colorful 
bright colors.

                    

Phobia Flip Out 
Why are some phobias so 
scary? 

Contributed by Cohort 7E 
 
Have you ever seen a spider and just 
wanted to scream? Well, you might 
have Arachnophobia. Arachnophobia 
refers to the intense fear of spiders or 
spider phobia. Evidence shows that 
many people with arachnophobia 
overestimate the likelihood of encoun-
tering spiders. Such phobias can also 
cause you to overestimate a spider’s 
size and girth. This fear and overesti-
mation of encountering spiders can 
cause physical symptoms, too. If you 
are wondering what the physical symp-
toms are, they include dizziness, nau-
sea, sweating, shaking or trembling, 
shortness of breath, crying that all can 
happen when you come in contact 
with a spider or see one. However, 
other Phobias are common. 
 
 
Snakes...The number 2 greatest fear. 
The one that drives people away from 
the Giant, spineless, scary-looking, big
-eyed, venomous, one-bite killer, slith-
ering freak that I could never not be 
afraid of. If you think snakes are the 
most terrifying, horrible, scariest 
things on planet earth then you defi-
nitely have Ophidiophobia, no doubt 

about it. The actions some people get 
when seeing these animals makes 
them scream and run, but snakes 
might just be scared of you. I know 
when I see a snake even if it is just a 
picture I get paranoid. I know that the 
largest snake in about 5-6 feet is scary 
like it will curl around and it still has 
more inches of itself. The whole fact 
that they exist creeps me out. Some 
snakes have 2 HEADS which make 
them even creeper! If you ever find 
yourself confronting a snake slowly 
back away or if the snake is in your 
backyard call the police. If you escape 
the snake then scream as loud as you 
can snakes hate loud noises. They hate 
the scents, smoke, cinnamon, cloves, 
onions, garlic, and lime too. This para-
graph shows that snakes earned the 
right to become 2nd place for the scar-
iest phobia of all time. ~Made by: Jo-
anna~ 

~Class: 7E~ 
 
Do you feel scared in confined spaces? 
Are you unconvertible in small spaces? 
This means you have Claustrophobia! 
Claustrophobia can be caused by sev-
eral reasons. One of the reasons you 
have Claustrophobia is a traumatic 
event like getting stuck in a confined or 
tiny place for an extended period of 
time. It can also be caused by dysfunc-

tion of the amygdala, which is the part 
of the brain that controls how we pro-
cess fear. If you don't know if you are 
claustrophobic or not, you can tell if 
you are in a tight space like an elevator 
with many people, and you feel upset, 
scared, or unconvertible. Just because 
you are unconvertible in a situation 
where you are being squished doesn't 
mean you are claustrophobic. You can 
be in a small space and not be scared 
or unconvertible, but when you get 
squished you aren't convertible. Claus-
trophobia isn't a terrible phobia to 
have, in fact, it isn't even in the top 10 
scariest phobia chart. Claustrophobia 
is also a form of anxiety disorder, in 
which an irrational fear of having no 
escape or being closed-in can lead to a 
panic attack. To help prevent a panic 
attack, try not to make it that where 
you are living, there are known places 
that you can fall and be in a tiny space. 
If you ever find yourself in a panic 
attack, try to breathe in through your 
nose and out through your mouth. 
~Made by: Samantha~ 

~Class: 7E~ 



Arcade Craniacs - A Biography 
by Raymond Russo 

Grade 7 
 

Edward Centino and his girlfriend Nicole are known as Arcade Craniacs on YouTube. Recently, many people have been 
finding and loving their content, but why? Originally, the Arcade Craniacs YouTube channel posted videos of arcade 
games. What I can only assume caused their content to shift is the Covid-19 pandemic which caused many arcades to 
close meaning they had to find a new source of revenue. On July 18th, 2020, the two posted their first 3 AM style 
video. 3 AM content on Youtube is a genre many people make fun of due to the videos being obviously faked. The video 
in question was about Chuck e Cheese and how you should not go at 3 AM due to the many horrors the place possessed. 
The success of this video caused them to create more and more under this style until they finally hit a gold mine of 
content.  

The popular video game “Among Us” at the time was the only thing you would see on YouTube. Because of this, 
it was a great time for the Arcade Cranics channel to use this as the main topic of one of their next videos. The couple 
go to McDonalds to buy the elusive Among us Happy meal which you can only get at 3 AM. Due to poor acting and fail-
ure to convince many that this Among Us Happy Meal was a real thing, many people found and made fun of this video, 
but that was their key to success. Now they have a huge following of many people that find their videos hilarious. 
Some of the quotes that people tend to mention when talking about their channel are “Ughh…It smells sour like funky” 
and “He's more than daddy to me, he’s like grandpa”. Because of their poor acting, they have gained a huge following 
over the past couple of months and seem like they will keep on growing for many more to come. 
 

Quarantine  
Sarina Bekhrad, Grade 7 

Quarantine is about staying home and being iso-
lated from people, except from the people who 
live in the same house like your family. It's not 
about going out eating lunch with all your friends 
then coming home at like 8pm and saying that 
you are quarantined then there's no point of even 
being quarantined. There are many people who 
think quarantine is good and fun because they get 
to stay home and do nothing which lots of people 
enjoy.At the same time many people think that 
quarantine is bad and boring because they don't 
get to go out as much and they can’t see their 
friends, which to be honest is very depressing but 
at least most kids have phones to stay on all day 
or Xbox, Playstation, TV, or they could go in 
their backyard and play something by themselves 
or with their parents and if they don't have a 
backyard they could stay on an electronic device-

since that's what the world is all about now days.  
Back in the day if people had 

to stay quarantined they would have no 
electronics and they would be sitting on 
the floor thinking of something to do by 
themselves. In 2020 there was a pan-
demic and there still is but it was really 
bad when it first started which was in 
March 2020 lots of people had to be 
quarantined for a couple of months and 
everything was closed. People had to 
wear masks when they went grocery 
shopping which is basically the only 
place you could probably go during 
quarantine. Airports were closed so 
people wouldn't come into the country 
and spread more Corona. 

There are still places that 
have to quarantine, for example Ku-
wait. Kuwait is a very tiny country that 

is very strict and want to get rid of 
covid which most people doubt that 
that would happen.They have been 
quarantining for a long time and over 
their you literally can't even buy clothes 
you can only buy groceries but people 
sometimes can get lucky and maybe 
find clothes in the grocery store. Most 
of the time in Kuwait it is not quaran-
tined then they would have curfews and 
the police officers check the entire 
country (which is so small that you can 
barely see it on a map) to check if any-
one is on the road, and if they find 
someone on the street they will get a 
ticket. 

                                                       
 
Calendulas, Lotus, and Allium flowers  
Alessandra Pane, Grade 7 
 
There are many different types of flowers 
that are across the world, some of them 
are calendulas, lavender, marigold, and 
many others. The flowers come in many 
different vibrant shades of colors, and can 
be used for teas, perfumes, or medicine 
for animals or people. Lotus flowers are a 
type of flower that grow in ponds, lakes, 
or mud, they can be usually seen as a 
bright pink that fades to white. A mystery 
had been surrounding them because they 
have been able to live for thousands of 
years, and were even able to survive dur-
ing the ice age. They have been a promi-
nent token in Eastern cultures, are consid-
ered a sacred flower in Buddhism and 
Hinduism, even hieroglyphics of ancient 
Egypt have had lotus flowers along with 
priests and pharaohs. Lotus flowers can 
mean different things, for example a yel-
low lotus flower meaning spiritual ascen-
sion, while a white lotus flower repre-

sents purity, grace, and beauty. The flow-
ers are edible and can be used for medi-
cines and as art, they can be eaten raw, 
cooked in soups, blended into salads, pre-
served, or powdered, the petals of it are 
often used for a unique taste for meat and 
congee.  
 
 
Allium flowers are a large type of flower 
that can be very tall that have a globe 
shape that contains thousands of tiny 
flowers, they are also called Ornamental 
onions,and are also one of the longest 
lasting from the bulb, the flowers are also 
deer repellent, and come in many differ-
ent variations of height, color, and form. 
They can come in white, yellow, purple, 
blue, or pink and can be as tall as 6 ft. 
The leaves and bulbs can be used for fe-
ver, headache, kidney problems, and 
stomach-aches. They symbolize good 
fortune, unity, prosperity, humility, and 
patience.  
 

Calendulas are a type of flower that are 

mainly used for medicines, and have been 

used to heal wounds, burns, and rashes. 

They are also called Pot Marigolds and 

English or Scotch  Marigolds, and can 

come in many colors that are like a sun-

set. They can be used for teas and are edi-

ble, they can be eaten for culinary rea-

sons, the leaves can be used for salads 

because of its bitter taste, and the flower 

petals can be used as a garnish, season-

ing, or a traditional yellow cheese color-

ant. They also have little tiny flower buds 

inside of them called ray florets, and are 

suitable for borders, bud cuts, and cut 

flowers and containers. Calendulas’ 

names mean little clock, little calendar, 

and possibly little weather-glass, and they 

symbolize warmth, better communica-

tion, and success. In India, they were 

used as bouquets for weddings and have 

been a symbol of creativity and passion 

or fertility for a new couple, they also 

symbolized sunshine and fire for many 

centuries.  



Stereotypes 

By a girl, Grade 7 
 
Why is discrimination still a problem 
in 2021?  If you're not the most 
“perfect” stereotypical human in this 
world why is that held against you? If 
you're a girl should you only focus 
on  doing your makeup and looking 
“pretty’? If you're a guy should  you 
only focus on sports? Should we as 
people continue to fit the mold, or 
should we begin to break it? Many 
individuals believe that it is time to “ 
modify the social and cultural pat-
terns of conduct of men and women, 
with a view to achieving the elimina-
tion of prejudices and customary and 
all other practices which are based 
on the idea of the inferiority or the 
superiority of either of the sexes or on 
stereotyped roles for men and wom-
en'' (http://
www.claiminghumanrights.org/
education_definition.html. What does 
this mean exactly? Well, it means that 
maybe people need to take more ac-
tion 

on this matter to eliminate discrimi-
nation and the negative  impact it has 
on our society as people as individu-
als.  

These stereotypical behaviors 
start at young ages. If you look close-
ly you will even see them. Adults ask 
the boys to carry tables because they 
are “strong” while girls are told how 
“hard” it is once they are married be-
cause their role is to cook, clean, and 
maintain the house. I don't understand 
how in this day and age people could 
be so oblivious to  gender roles peo-
ple have. During an interview one 
student stated how her  “grandma al-
ways says how I [she] should be 
wearing dresses and growing my 
[her] hair out longer.” She explained 
that she “did n't know why” and 
thought it was  “just because I'm[she 
was] not feminine enough.” Another 
student talked about how a past teach-
er said only girls can wear makeup, 
and boys can't.  This is exactly  what's 
confusing youth. they want to do 

what the so-called “guy” or “girl” can 
only do, they don't understand that 
they, too, can also do that and break 
the molds that society has created. 
And the fact that some adults create 
this picture of what women, or men 
are supposed to be, that's what we 
need to change. Because it's not fair 
that people are questioning their iden-
tity, if they are a girl or boy, because 
of the roles people give them.  I think 
the only way to break these ‘picture 
perfect’ female and male roles is for 
anyone seen as an inspiration to peo-
ple to do things a guy or girl wouldn't 
normally do. Or you know what how 
about we just move from are “NO 
YOUR NOT THIS” or “YOUR NOT 
THAT” faze and look towards our 
future, a future where everyone is 
treated the same, can do want ever 
they want (that's legal) no matter if 
they are a girl or guy. 

 
 

Skateboarding is  
dangerous. 
 
Flavio Figuero, grade 7 
 

Have you ever thought a skate-
board can do you so much harm 
well it can, maybe you are just rid-
ing your board and bam there's a 
crack or a rock, now you are crying 
on the floor thinking is skateboard-
ing that dangerous, yes it is, and 
here are steps to avoid brain dam-
age or any type of injures, one 
wear gear meaning a helmet, knee 
pad, and elbow pad? 

Also, make sure you are 
comfortable riding the broad if not 

it’ll be hard to not get hurt, and 
don’t do anything you aren’t sure 
you can do. 
  
The only way to learn is through 
pain and you must fail so you won’t 
make the same mistake but it 
doesn’t mean you have to be care-
less.  True it's easy to avoid getting 
hurt but that doesn’t mean it will 
happen no matter how good you 
are, you’ll still get hurt for example 
the number of skateboarder deaths 
between 2011 and 2021 in the U.S. 
was 147 and almost all of these 
happened on the road these fatality 
rates are the same as those for pe-
destrians, but makes sense why it 

is considered an extreme sport. In 
the x games, the most common in-
juries for skateboarders are 
sprains, strains, fractures, contu-
sions, and lacerations according to 
CMF. Not knowing the right things 
or just one bad mistake can end up 
in life injury or death. When you get 
to like skateboarding you’ll want to 
try new things and that's what 
makes the chances of injuries high, 
it's just dangerous. Those are rea-
sons skateboarding is dangerous.  

video. 3 AM content on Youtube is a genre many people make fun of due to the videos being obviously faked. The video 
in question was about Chuck e Cheese and how you should not go at 3 AM due to the many horrors the place possessed. 

at the time was the only thing you would see on YouTube. Because of this, 
it was a great time for the Arcade Cranics channel to use this as the main topic of one of their next videos. The couple 

” 
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The Shot Or Not? 
Hadia Jamal & Karla Goico, Grade 7 
 
In December of 2019, the whole world got 
hit with a worldwide pandemic, now known 
as Coronavirus. There wasn’t a lot of ac-
tion taken for a while until recently, when 
the COVID vaccine was released to the 
public. However, people have many mixed 
opinions about it. Nonetheless, there is an 
entirely different approach from a kid’s 
perspective. We interviewed students from 
7th grade and asked them what they think 
of the vaccine. “I do think the Corona Vac-
cine is safe because I trust the scientists 
that made it and the science behind it. I 
can understand that some people are dis-
trustful because it came so quickly, but 
many people have taken the vaccine, and 
I have seen that there is a very small 
chance of anything harmful coming out of 
it, so I trust it enough to take it. I think it is 
important to do whatever we can to get 
this virus over with and keep people 
safe.”, says 7th grader Noah Chazotte. 
Additionally, Leah Ciabattoni, in 7th grade, 
mentions,” I actually believe it's safe be-

cause scientists and doctors think it's safe, 
and they're literally the smartest people 
ever.“  
 
Although the vaccine is exciting, there 
may be side effects when it comes to the 
vaccine.  We asked the same 7th graders 
what impact they think the COVID vaccine 
will have. Ben DeLalla says, ”I think that if 
the COVID vaccine actually will do some-
thing. Then it can be useful and more and 
more things will start to open up if more 
and more people start to get it.“ Further-
more, 7th grader Simona Breneradds, “I 
think the COVID vaccine will help the el-
derly from getting sick, since they get sick 
more easily. I also think the COVID vac-
cine is going to make social distancing 
orders a bit less strict. You should still 
wear a mask though until the government 
says so.”  

 
Moreover, getting the vaccine is where 
most people have the most mixed opin-
ions. The students we asked were mostly 
pro-vaccine. “If I had a chance, I would for 
sure take the vaccine because not only 

am I protecting myself I'm protecting oth-
ers around me. Even though I am scared 
of shots with a burning passion, it's worth 
it.“, Simona Brener explains. Also, Ben 
Dellala mentions, “If I had the chance I 
would definitely take it. if it does some-
thing to help me not get it then i would def-
initely get it.” “Yes, I would most definitely 
take the vaccine,” Leah Ciabattoni replied. 
Additionally, Noah Chazotte shares, ”If I 
had a chance, I would definitely take the 
vaccine. In fact, this morning, my mother 
told me she had signed me up to get the 
vaccine!! I want this whole virus to be 
over, so I'll do anything I can to help.” It is 
important to care about not only yourself 
but the people around you as well. The 
faster this pandemic ends the better! 

 

 

The World of Anime  

Daniel Gungor and Maksymilian 
Sierzputowski, Grade 7 

  
Anime is animation created in Japan. It's  
a tv show and there are different genres 
of anime such as romance and fighting 
aka Shounen. With the first anime ever 
coming out in 1917 this created a whole 
genre that is now known as anime. And if 
you don’t like to watch or if you're tired of 
waiting for episodes to come out then 
you should read mangas, mangas are 
books that come out before episodes. 
Mangas also set something for the 
anime, there is stuff called filler and can-
on canon is important to the story, and as 
a polar opposite filler is something that is 
not important to the story and is there to 
entertain people. Recently during these 
years Anime has been spreading around 
all over the world. With stuff like Naruto, 
One Piece, and  Bleach which have their 
own category called the big 3 which dur-
ing the early 2000’s these mangas were 
so popular that it got them to a main-

stream position. but there are more than 
just 1 big 3 there's the legendary big 3 
consisting of anime from the 90s such as 
Yu Yu Hakusho, Dragon ballZ, and Sailor 
moon. And another 1 called the new gen-
eration big 3 consisting of My hero aca-
demia, Black Clover, and Demon Slayer. 
They all got these ranks from their out-
standing manga sales and today you’ll 
get a rating and a summary on these 
anime’s to find out what you might like. 
You can also watch these on websites 
like 4anime.to, crunchy roll, funimation, 
hulu, and Netflix 
  
Naruto is about an orphan who is getting 
disowned by his village because he has a 
demon fox inside him that destroyed their 
whole village. So now he wants to be-
come the hokage (leader) of the village 
so everyone can respect him instead of 
hating on him 
Daniel Gungor's rating 9.5/10  
Maksymilian Sierzputowski’s rating 8/10 
 
Demon slayer is about a normal boy 
named Tanjiro Kamado working so his 
family can be warm and safe but one day 

he comes home a day after and his fami-
ly is dead -demons killed his family but 
his one sister got turned into a demon 
instead of being dead so he takes care of 
her and he also hates demons now and 
he wants to become a demon slayer so 
he can take down the king of the demons 
and he wants to turn his sister back to 
normal 
Daniel Gungor's rating 10/10 
Maksymilian Sierzputowski’s rating 
8.5/10 
 
Yu Yu hakusho Is the tale of a boy who 
has an absent father, and a mom who 
dropped out of high school to take care of 
her child. With this Our main character 
Yusuke Urameshi developed the lifestyle 
of a street punk, and dies protecting a 
kid. But has the chance to be revived and 
becomes the spirit detective of the living 
world. 
Maksymilian Sierzputowski’s rating 10/10 
Daniel Gungor's rating 8.5/10 
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Video Games you Should be Looking Forward to in 2021 
and 2022 

By Simona Brener, Grade 7 
 
During  quarantine, there is no way that people did not turn to 
video games to help with the boredom at least once. In fact, I 
can bet that people who never played video games turned to 
them during quarantine while the world shut down.  Our new 
world is technically virtual, and the overuse of video gaming 
may have resulted in some games becoming a little boring, 
right? Well, there is good news! There are a lot of new games 
coming out even in times like these! Below is a recap of the 
top games that any gaming enthusiast should be looking for-
ward to! 

 
Pokemon Shining Pearl and Pokemon Brilliant Diamond: Re-
makes to the original Pokemon games ‘’Pokemon Diamond’’ 
and ‘’Pokemon Pearl’’ on the Nintendo DS are new and excit-
ing releases.  Pokefans have wanted this for years and years! 
This game is coming out on the Nintendo Switch on an un-
confirmed date in 2021. 

Splatoon 3: A third game of the franchise ‘’Splatoon’’. 

Splatoon 2 was a pretty early game to release on the Ninten-
do Switch, and for it to get another sequel is just so exciting! 
Hopefully they will bring back some of the old specials that 
were in Splatoon 1 and an even better story mode! This 
game is coming out on an unconfirmed date in 2022. 

Pokemon Legends: Arceus: A lot of Pokemon games 
are coming out! This new game has an entirely new plot re-
volving around the God of Pokemon, Arceus. This game has 
faced controversy for not having the best graphics but it’s still 
worth checking out! This game is coming out on the Nintendo 
Switch on an unconfirmed date in 2022. 

Knockout City:  

 
 

Is taking away electronics a good 
punishment for teenagers? 

Gabby S and Sana M , Grade 7 
 

All kids and teenagers love technolo-
gy, they face time or text friends, 
watch netflix, listen to music, make 
TikToks, and play video games. Par-
ents seem to think that taking those 
things away is a good punishment but 
it isn’t for the Teen and the Parent. 
Most parents take away phones be-
cause their kids didn’t do their chores, 
talked back, got into a fight with their 
siblings, Etc. Most of those things can 
be punished with getting grounded, 
not being allowed to see friends, or 
being talked to. Taking away the 
things that make your kid happy isn't 
a great way to deal with it. 
 

Taking away your kids' per-

sonal items might seem like a great 
idea to parents. “Take something they 
really love..” does that honestly sound 
healthy for the kid? Taking kids' stuff 
doesn't do the parents any good either. 
The kid will start annoying the par-
ents because they are so bored, beg-
ging to hang out with their friends so 
they have something to do, and kids 
have FOMO ( fear of missing out) 
which will make them feel like they're 
drifting away from everyone around 
them when, for example, they get 
their phone taken because they know 
their friends are all hanging out and 
texting each other. A study reveals 
that the use of technology as a bar-
gaining chip for behavior modifica-
tion can actually impact the trust be-
tween you and your child. 
Let’s not forget how it affects your 
child. When someone has something 
that truly makes them happy it 
shouldn't be taken away. That's like 
taking their happiness. Think about it, 
if you take your child’s laptop, phone, 
or TV when they misbehave not 
knowing the kid likes to watch a show 
that brings comfort or a band that 
makes them feel understood. You 
would think they wouldn't have the 
same attitude or motivation to do well 

after taking away the things that allow 

them to do that.  
Teenagers don’t usually stop and 

think,“My phone got taken because 

my behavior wasn't right’ they just 

think, “My parents took my phone 

away so annoying” this by itself is 

causing a bad relationship between 

parent and teenager.  From Medi-

um.com: “..When their phone is taken 

away, they associate this as taking 

away a part of themselves rather than 

a punishment for bad behavior. To 

them it's unjust.” This is why you 

should not take your kid’s electronics 

as a punishment. It doesn't feel like a 

punishment to them but like you're 

making their lives miserable. 



 

The impact of Covid-19 Softball 

By Emma Kulish and Lindsey Kulish, 
Grade7  

Covid has had an impact on many things people do in 
their everyday lives. However, for many athletes including our-
selves, Covid-19 has impacted softball in more ways than 
one.  In March 2020, Covid-19 ended one whole spring season 
of softball for many. However,  we were lucky enough to have 
amazing coaches who put so much effort into making it possi-
ble to continue our season on our travel team. Our coaches 
would take their time out of their day to come and practice 
with us for 2 hours everyday of the week all summer long to 
make sure we were ready for our season. And all those prac-
tices everyday led us to a championship! 

 In the fall things were a lot different than usual, we 

still had tournaments and games on the weekends, but it just 
wasn't the same. There have been many changes in softball 
with all the Covid-19 regulations and protocols that had to and 
still have to be followed in order to play the sport safely. At 
first, it was difficult to adjust, but after a while it became sec-
ond-nature.  One of the biggest  protocols  is wearing a mask 
in the dugout in addition to not being able to  practice before 
the games, and remaining 6ft apart while on the bleachers and 
in the dugout. Covid taught everyone not to take things for 
granted because you never know what could happen. When 
we were able to practice during covid we knew that in the 
back of our minds there could be another day where we would 
have to shut everything down again and not be able to prac-
tice so when we were lucky enough to practice we never took 
it for granted. 
 

 

Rocket Malfunction Leads to  
Questioning  

By Hashim Mansour, Grade 7 
 

 Rocket Long March-5B Y2 
 

On April 29th, 2021, China launched 
rocket Long March-5B Y2. Large 
boosters are held on the back of the 
rocket to help the large object reach 
orbit. When the rocket took off the 
boosters stayed on the rocket which are 
usually supposed to fall off back to the 
ground. This malfunction caused the 
rocket to lose control and fly into orbit. 
Rocket Long March-5B Y2 was now 
stuck in orbit and without any control 
was now spiraling around Earth, leav-
ing the world to guess where the rocket 
was going to land. Over the next few 
days the rocket built suspension 
amongst the people on Earth as the 
Rocket was coming closer to hitting 
the Earth. People reported sightings of 
the rocket's debris falling from the sky. 
Many people raised the question of 
how China was to react to the criticism 
of the rocket. China’s space admin-
istration didn't reply to any comments 
until they announced that the rocket 
had re-entered earth's atmosphere over 
the Mediterranean. Rocket Long 
March-5B Y2 ended up landing in the 
Indian 
Ocean. 

 
 

People's Responses to the Uncon-
trolled Rocket 

 

There was much criticism when the 
rocket crashed down to Earth. Jonathan 
McDowel, an atmospheric scientist at 
the Center for Astrophysics in Cam-
bridge, states “It appears China won its 
gamble...but it is still reckless.” Mr. 
Nelson, the NASA administrator, said 
in a statement saying, “Spacefaring 
nations must minimize the risks to peo-
ple and property on Earth's re-entries 
of space objects and maximize trans-
parency regarding those operations.” 
Florent Delefie, an astronomer at the 
Paris PSL Observatory, believes that 
“The chances of debris landing on an 
inhabited zone are tiny, probably one 
in a million.” 

 
 

Why did China launch Long March-
5B Y2? 

 

Right after takeoff of the rocket China 
stated the purpose of the launching of 
the rocket. Its mission was to carry a 
module containing living quarters for a 
future Chinese station into orbit. The 
reason of why they launched the rocket 
at this time is still unknown. People 
theorized the purpose of competing 
with rival countries after seeing their 
accomplishments done in space such as 
America when they landed a rover 
called Perseverance on Mars. These 
statements though are not proven and 
is still a question why they launched 
Long March-5B Y2.  
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FREE PALESTINE  

By Abdull Al-Alytiat 

Hello, my name is Abdull, A Palestinian American, and I am 

going to use my voice and this opportunity to spread the mes-

sage to spread awareness of the terrible terroristic attacks Pal-

estinians have to endorse in high hopes that you can also 

spread awareness 

You may be asking what is Palestine? And why does it need to 

be freed? Palestine is a middle eastern country where most 

Jewish people emigrated after world war 2, Britain gave a small 

part of Palestine to the newly migrated people which would be 

named Israel. Over the decades Israel expanded dramatically 

by using their founding's by foreign countries to expand and 

take over most of Palestine, they kicked Palestinians out of 

their own homes by using guns to scare them (which is an act 

of terrorism), they were also extremely racist towards Palestini-

ans. Palestinians weren’t allowed to walk on certain streets, 

Palestinians also had to agree to give up their houses or land if 

asked by Israeli soldiers, and if they didn’t they would be ar-

rested or killed. Surprisingly many countries passed it off as a 

“conflict” supporting Israel dramatically encouraging them. In 

reality, the word “conflict” for this situation is sugar-coated 

dramatically. 

There has always been a conflict between Israel and Palestine 

and most people from other countries like to pass it off as a 

“Political conflict” well I am here to say that this isn’t a 

“political conflict” I believe that arresting children as young as 

12 and forcing them to sign documents in Hebrew, a language 

they do not understand is terrorism, not a “political conflict,” I 

believe shooting innocent people with rubber bullets while 

praying is terrorism, not a “political conflict,” I believe remov-

ing innocent families out of their own homes so the Israel gov-

ernment can replace new people in it is terrorism, not a 

“political conflict,” I believe a little boy sobbing for his mother 

to stay alive under piles of rubble is terrorism, not a “political 

conflict. Palestinians have to endorse these acts of terrorism 

every day, and most Palestinians can’t live normal lives.   

This is a really serious conflict and should not be taken in any 

way lightly. You may be wondering if this is such i serious topic 

how come I haven’t heard of it? Well, that is because social me-

dia platforms such as TikTok and Instagram are hiding or 

shadow banning any creators using the hashtags, “Free Pales-

tine” This is a big deal because TikTok is a great platform to 

spread a message to help make a movement and because Tik-

Tok is hiding these hastings it won’t make its way to the “For 

You Page” (TikTok’s algorithm of sharing and spreading videos 

to other people). 

There are many ways you can support this movement, it can be 

as little as uploading a simple post with the hashtag 

“#FreePalestine” or as big as attending one of the many peace-

ful protests in New Jersey. You can also help by showing this 

article to a friend or a family member and educating them on 

the world affairs going on in Palestine. Do the right thing and 

use your voice to spread the message. 

Asian Hate Crimes  
      Anabella DeFreese &  
Madison Karden, Grade 7 

 
 Hate crimes are crimes that typically involve violence, that is 
motivated by prejudice on the basis of race, or religion. Discrim-
ination also has a huge impact on today’s article. Asians have 
been subject to hate crimes recently, including verbal and physi-
cal attacks. These kinds of attacks have been going on for 
years, but have just gotten worse. 

 
There have been many cases of these crimes located in New 
York City, Los Angeles, Texas,  and other locations around the 
United States. There have also been several protests around 
the US. The number of Asian hate crimes has doubled since 
March, new data says. The percent of Asian hate crimes has 
gone from 49% to a whopping 122% in just 5 months. Citizens 
and locals have come together as a community to protest and to 
spread awareness about this issue.  

 
“Vilma Kari, who is just 65, was brutally attacked in Times 
Square in early March as she was trying to go to church. She 
was shoved to the ground, kicked, and stomped on as she was 
walking on the sidewalk. The attacker repeatedly said that Kari 
didn't belong here( The US) the attacker was charged with two 
counts of 2nd-degree assault”, NBC News states. This is just 
one of the many cases of Asian hate crimes. Some of the victims 
have spoken up, and some have stayed quiet.  
 
Texas was recently ranked 4th  for anti-Asian crimes. Activists 

have been seen in Texas, but nothing much has happened. Hou-
ston hasn’t seen a spike in the number of hate crimes, but Dallas 
sure has. Dallas, TX is one of the many cities in Texas that has 
the same issues as NYC. 205 victims of Asian hate crimes in just 
2015. Texans have also gone so far to ask a person who was 
working at an Asian-owned restaurant, “Do you have Corona-
virus?”  “Because you work for Asian people.” The owners have 
to ban customers for LIFE.  



How COVID-19 has affected softball in Pompton Lakes 
Gianna Alloy, 7A 

 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a large impact on just about 
everything in our life. It impacted schools first. In March 2020 
kids were so excited because it meant that schools would be 
closing for two weeks. The idea of staying home all day for 
two weeks was like heaven, however, little did we know we 
wouldn’t be going back to school for the rest of the year and 
the following school year would be very different. Only a few 
days after the closing of schools we heard the whole country 
would be going on lockdown. Most nights families would sit 
by the TV waiting for the president’s conference to hear about 
changes. This went on for almost three months, leading us to 
adopt this new way of life as our, “new normal.”  

For teens, one of the biggest impacts from Covid-19 
was on sports. For a long time sports for teens had been can-
celled due to the pandemic. However, around June and July the 
talk of starting sports up again began. (This year? Last year?)
For me personally my travel softball team began practicing 
again in July with many regulations. (After being closed for 
how long?) Because of COVID we obviously had to find a 
way to follow all of the rules and get back to doing what we all 
love and missed.  New protocols and guidelines were put into 
place First off, the team had to wear masks on the field at all 
times especially in the dugout. Secondly, temperature checks 
were prior to practice. Third, was that we couldn’t play games 
for a while but the feeling of practicing on the field felt really 
great even if we weren’t playing games.  

Obviously with everything comes pros and cons. Some 
pros of playing softball with COVID regulations were that we 
got to try some new things which made us come together as a 
team. We made group chats and started bonding more all and 
all as a team. The biggest pro was that we were able to play 
softball at all. But although there were some pros there were a 
lot more cons. Some problems that the team faced  because of 
COVID was losing our whole spring season together and we 
were a semi-new team so we had to get used to playing with 
each other. Two other girls and I had already been in this 
league and all the other girls had to move up to play with us. 
With a new team comes many challenges. For example we had 
to get to know each other, get used to playing with each other, 
and become friends with one another.  

COVID affected softball and for me at first that was 
devastating but as I got used to it, it became a new normal. To 
be completely honest some good things came out of this year 
for me. For example our team made it to the championship 
game this year and we had a record of 10 wins and 2 loses. All 
in all COVID made a huge impact on everything including 
softball.  

 



How to Adapt to Full-Time Learning 
Erik Argandona, Grade 7 

With the release of the COVID-19 vaccine to the public, 
many places have begun to open up and it seems like 
things will surely but slowly get back to “normal”. One of 
the things that will most likely happen is the transition of 
virtual learning back to full-time in-person learning. Most 
new students aren’t familiar with the full-time schedule. 
Here are some of the things you should know about the 
full-time schedule so you can adjust quickly and you are 
prepared. 
 
The full-time schedule lasts longer than the hybrid sched-
ule. The regular school day would start at around 8:10 
and would last until 2:55. There are 10 different classes 
which consist of Homeroom at the start of the day fol-
lowed by periods 1-9. Homeroom is where you have 14 
minutes to relax until actual classes start or to get your 
stuff ready for the day. After Homeroom is over, you will 
go to Period 1 where you could have one of the many 
different classes. After going through periods 1-4, you will 
go to Period 5 which consists of either lunch or recess. 
Periods 6-8 could consist of a variety of different classes 
while period 9 will be quiet study, a class where you can 
sit down and do your homework or just relax until the day 
ends. Each period lasts approximately 40 minutes ex-
cluding Homeroom. You will have 3 minutes in between 
each class to get to your locker and grab all the stuff you 

need for the class. This means you will have to be able to 
manage your time to make sure you are not late for any 
classes! It might seem a bit troubling as you might have 
to get to the other side of the building in just 3 minutes or 
you will be late for class. To help with being on time, be 
aware of the layout of the building. Know where the near-
est staircases are and know all the shortcuts you can 
take around to make sure you get to where you need to 
in time.  
 
The most important thing to do if you are returning to full-
time school will be the ability to remain flexible and be 
ready to adapt. Full-time learning will be very different 
from virtual learning. But you must be able to adjust as 
things will change from day to day. And maybe at first, 
you will struggle to adapt to the new schedule. But never 
forget there will always be people there for you. All of the 
wonderful people in the Lakeside Staff are here to help 
you and if you have any questions or any concerns, do 
not be afraid to ask them. So yes, returning full-time 
could be difficult for some, and no, it will not be easy for 
some after being virtual for more than an entire school 
year. However, just know that you will make it through 
with the support of everyone at Lakeside Middle School 
and you will eventually feel comfortable. Good luck! 

The Pros and Cons of Social Media 
Janette Gatica, Grade 7 

 Social media is a lovable thing that most people have. It’s fun because you can watch or search for almost anything on 
social media and the platforms are so easy to use that anybody can do it! Although this being the main thing that people use 
social media for, it has cons along with positives. 
First the positives, one thing from social media is that it can bring awareness to the world’s problems like global warming and 
discrimination. For example, the Black Lives Matter movement that happened after the video of George Floyd circulated to 
stop police brutality against black people. Another example is Stop Asian Hate which happened because Asian people were 
getting killed because of the Coronavirus and since it originated from China they are accusing Asian people of being the cause 
of why it is a pandemic now. 

 An additional positive it can reunite people that have similar interests. Discord servers are a good example. You can 
search up what type of server you want to talk in for your interest and make friends from there. 

Another positive is if you get a large number of followers you can earn money and make a living out of it. A bunch of 
people do this, one example being the Kardashians who make money from sponsorships which is when a company gives 
money to someone to promote their product. 

One of the negatives is if you post something like a picture for example people can bring you down by insulting you on 
your looks, what you wear, your interests, or even your gender. One example of people insulting you based on your gender is 
female content creators. They get hate since people say that they get viewers from men that are attracted to them when that is 
usually not the case. Some people genuinely like their content for their personality. 

Another thing is para social relationships which is when a relationship is one-sided. 
Usually, this happens between a content creator and a follower. Since the person posts about themselves, the follower spends 
time looking at what they post and feels like they know them and grows attached while the person is just unknowing of the ex-
istence of the follower. 

 Another negative thing is that misinformation can happen which can spark controversy. For example in Tik Tok this 
controversy happened where people were accusing Addison Rae, a popular creator in the Tik Tok platform, was accused of 
trying to kick off TommyInnit, a popular Minecraft streamer, off the Dream Smp, which is a popular Minecraft server owned by 
Dream, when Sapnap, a friend of Dream, said that if Tommy leaves he leaves too. The only evidence was a clip where Tom-
myInnit looked at the discord server of the Dream Smp and said “Hello Addison Rae” and “Oh It’s you'' which is her response 
to TommyInnit. No Tweet or anything from the people involved stating that this happened.  
In conclusion, social media is a fun thing to use but can still pose negative effects. Although it has negatives the positives 
should outweigh the negatives. Overall social media like anything else has bad in the good. 



 
Which sport is better: football or 
soccer? 

Lennon Zsoldos and Justin Aungst, 
Grade 7 
 

Soccer and football are two of the most 
popular sports in the United States. 
Both are very physical sports, but we 
are going to be talking about the pros 
and cons of each sport. If you would 
be interested in the sport try it out. 
Sign up for football or soccer. About 
50-60 people in high school play foot-
ball and about 36 people play soccer 
for Mr. Wilson. Soon, since not many 
people play now for younger teams 
there is a chance that there are not go-
ing to be many kids playing when it 
comes time to be in high school.  
 

One reason why soccer is a good sport 
is that it is a technical sport and it's an 
honor to be considered a great soccer 
player. It is hard to be a great soccer 
player because you need many people 
to realize how good you are out of al-
most 20 other players on the field. It is 
very difficult to be named one of the 
best soccer players in your league. An-
other reason why soccer is a good 
sport is that you have to be very active 
to play. You are running for almost 45 
minutes straight and it is very difficult 
to do. Not many people can do it, and 
it is very hard to be signed to a good 
team. The last reason why soccer is a 
good sport is that you get to travel a 
lot. For example, some teams go out of 
the country to play in Europe and other 
countries. Other teams travel out of 
state, to states such as Florida, Califor-
nia, and other big states to play in tour-
naments. Tournaments are the main 
reason teams travel out of states, and 
tournaments are fun because you get to 
play teams you probably haven’t 
played before.   
One con about playing soccer is that 
you can get blamed for things that you 
didn’t do or doing something that was 
wrong, even though it was your only 
choice. An example is if you have the 
ball in your half and the other team is 
pressuring you, you just kick the ball 
up because no one was open, and then 
you get in trouble even though it was 
your only option. Another con about 

playing soccer is that it is always a 
challenge to win no matter what team 
you are playing. With other sports, 
normally the teams on the bottom of 
the league/bracket aren’t good at all 
and it is normally an easy game to win, 
but in soccer, the league/bracket 
doesn’t mean anything. You can be at 
the top of the league and still lose to a 
bottom team. It will never be an easy 
game because the other team could’ve 
just had a couple of bad games and 
that's why they are at the bottom. The 
last con about playing soccer is that 
you have to be good at controlling the 
ball or else it is almost impossible to 
play. Not just controlling the ball with 
one foot though, you have to be able to 
control the ball with both feet and with 
your upper body besides your arms. If 
you aren’t able to do this, it is almost 
impossible to get the ball to your other 
teammates. You also have to be able to 
control the ball coming down from the 
air, but the ball has to be near you or 
the other team will get it before you 
do.    
 

One reason why football is a great 
sport is that it is very physical. You’ve 
got to hit someone every play one after 
another. And if you like hitting people 
you can hit the people on the other 
team, and if you hit them really hard 
and they get hurt that is a part of the 
game, and it's not like you will know 
the person outside of the sport. Also if 
you need to take your anger out you 
should also play football because when 
you hit somebody it normally takes 
your anger out. Another reason why 
football is a great sport is because of 
the rivalries in it. Normally for Pomp-
ton Lakes, our rivals are Butler and 
Kinnelon. And normally during the 
games against them, It gets very physi-
cal, but at the end of the day, it is just 
supposed to be a fun sport. Another 
reason why football is a great sport is 
that it can boost your self-esteem. 
When kids have an opportunity to 
build skills in an area of life that is im-
portant to them, then it can enhance 
their self-esteem everywhere. Going 
from being barely able to hold a foot-
ball to scoring touchdowns consistent-
ly will boost the individual ego. Par-

ents and coaches who can help chil-
dren gain efficacy in a specific area 
create more opportunities for listening 
and self-awareness. These attributes 
can then lead to an invaluable and im-
portant connection where the kids can 
connect their efforts to their goals. 
 

One con about football is that you can 
get  hurt from it. Professional football 
player Ryan Shazier of the Steelers got 
hurt during a Monday Night Football 
game against the Cincinnati Bengals 
on December 4, 2017, Shazier sus-
tained what appeared to be a severe 
back injury after a head-on tackle. The 
hit left Shazier seemingly unable to 
move his legs. Other injuries like ankle 
sprains, concussions, and hamstring 
injuries are most of the time long-
lasting. Another con about football is 
the financial cost. If a kid plays com-
petitive youth football, then there are 
some financial costs for you to consid-
er. Between the equipment purchases 
or rentals, field use, tournament en-
tries, coaching stipends, and travel 
costs, you could be paying close to 
$10,000 per year to have your child 
playing this game. That’s one of the 
reasons why parents place so much 
pressure on their kids to succeed. Even 
on the low end of the pricing spectrum, 
regional clubs that play primarily at the 
recreational level are still charging 
$1,500 or so for the privilege of play-
ing football. Another con about play-
ing football is that when kids have 
football practice all week and then it 
comes to a game or a tournament on 
the weekends their whole week is 
packed and they have no time to do 
other activities or no time to hang out 
with their friends.  
 

These are the pros and cons of playing 
football and soccer. They are very fun 
sports, but both of them have a good 
and a bad side. Many people play both 
sports, but not everyone sees the bad 
side in them. If you were to play foot-
ball or soccer, which one would you 
choose after reading this? 



Sports at Lakeside? 
    Mia Silva-Guzman, Grade 7 

 
As you know Lakeside Middle School does not have a middle school sports program. Instead, the 
students in grades 6-8 participate in recreation programs or sign up and participate in various travel 
programs including, football, soccer, baseball, softball, lacrosse, tennis and many more. These pro-
grams allow us to be on the same teams as other middle school students from towns such as 
Riverdale, Bloomingdale, Butler ect. 

 
Many middle schools, including Hawthorne, have their own sports program. So, what are the bene-
fits of this and why should Lakeside have a program too? 
Benefits 

•We would have to maintain better grades so we don't get kicked off the team. 

•We would get better at teamwork. 

•More children would get better health because they wouldn't be on screens all day. 
 

•We would be better knowing the acceptances for going on a team in the future. 

•Regular exercise improves your memory so you could do your schoolwork even better.  
 

We don't have to have all sports, we can just have main sports like football, soccer, baseball, soft-
ball, lacrosse, and tennis. If we need money for buses and equipment we can start fundraisers and 
school events to raise money. We already have locker rooms for the gym so we could just use 
those. Instead of joining a rec team, you could join the school's team and the money they would use 
to join that team can go towards equipment. We wouldn't need a bus because our parents could 
drive us and once we got enough money we could get buses. We could pay the teachers and parents 
to be the coaches. We could do 5k walks/runs, virtual cooking night, an online gaming tournament, 
grocery drop-off. 

 Why virtual learning is easier for me 
Rayana Brownridge, Grade 7  

 
 Do you like virtual learning? Personally, I do. Something about virtual learning helps me focus more. There are 
many reasons for the statement. Virtual learning may not be easier for some people but it is easier for me. Staying at home 
sitting on a desk is way easier than having to go to school early in the morning and sit there for many hours. Though we still 
have classes on camera, it is easier for me to get work done faster. When I am done with virtual learning, I do my homework 
quickly. I finished it by at least 2:00. Some students may finish it the same time as me when they do go to school, but some 
people don't.  
 
 When I am at home doing school, it is way easier for me to complete all of my homework. For students who go to 
school, they probably have to go to the store or somewhere else right after from being picked up or walking home. If you do 
walk home from school, it is more dangerous on the streets then sitting at a desk at home. If you drive home, it is safer but 
it's not quicker when you have to drive home and then do your homework. When students get home from school, they're go-
ing to be tired and they might not want to do their work. Therefore, if you stay home, you can keep your computer open right 
after class and complete your work. Your opinion may not be the same opinion as mine, but other students probably think 
the same and still have to go to school. I'm glad to have virtual learning especially with parents that go to work and may not 
be able to pick me up from school. These reasons prove why I think virtual learning is easier for me. 



Why Dress Codes Shouldn’t be a School Rule 
Luna Lopez, Grade 7 

 
Dress codes have been around since the late 
sixties and should have been long gone before 
the 2000s. School dress codes vary wildly over 
different school districts, some have insanely 
strict dress codes, and some don’t have one at 
all. I believe that dress codes shouldn’t be a rule 
in any school, worldwide. Dress codes often 
target female students and don’t allow freedom 
of religious expression. 
 
In many schools, the main reason female stu-
dents get dress-coded is because their outfit is 
“too distracting” and because of this “boys 
can’t concentrate”, meaning that young girls 
have to live up to the school’s expectation, and 
dress more modestly for the comfort of male 
students, which is in all ways unfair. The most 
outrageous part of dress codes are spaghetti 
straps, or just plain tank tops. These are also 
categorized as “Too distracting”. In what way 
are shoulders distracting or inappropriate? 

Dress-coding female students can start as young 
as the age of 8. Telling young girls at this age 
that their clothing is “too distracting” for the 
boys teaches them that their male peers can’t 
control themselves. This influences the objecti-
fication of girls of all ages, and ends up teach-
ing young boys that it’s solely the girl’s fault. 
Teachers claim that the male students are being 
distracted from their schoolwork, but send girls 
home from school because of their choice of 
clothing and end up disrupting their education 
instead. It is unreasonable to dress-code, disrupt 
girls’ education, shame, and forbid them from 
wearing a pair or shorts or a skirt that’s 2 inches 
too short, while male students get permitted to 
wear almost anything they please. Instead of 
telling girls to “cover up” we should be teach-
ing boys to “focus on your schoolwork”.  

Why school rules are im-
portant 

 Daniella Escalona, Grade 7th 
 

Following school rules is 
important because when students 
follow school rules it leads to a pro-
ductive learning environment. 
School rules are put in place so that 
students are safe and focused on 
their academics. . School rules play 
an important role in ensuring that 
the students know how to behave 
appropriately and understand the 
consequences of misbehaving.  

Students who don’t follow 
the rules may lead to them having 
detention or being suspended from 
school. For example, the “dress 
code” rule it’s important. This rule 
helps ensure that students dress 
appropriately  for school. Many stu-
dents don’t like dress code rules but 

it helps them to stay on task and not 
become a distraction to themselves 
or others. When a student wears 
uncomfortable clothing like tight 
jeans or shirts it would be hard for 
them to focus in class.  

An important rule is the”no 
bullying” rule. This rule is very easy 
to follow for some students. When a 
student gets bullied, it may lead 
them to be depressed or they would 
find a way to harm themselves be-
cause of the rumors and other 
things that may hurt them. You 
should think about the students 
feelings and wouldn’t want to go 
through the same things that they 
went through.  

Here are a few school rules 
from the Lakeside Middle School: 
Fighting on school grounds will not 
be tolerated, smoking on school 
grounds or in a school  building is 
prohibited by Board of Education 

policy. Vulgar language or actions 
will not be tolerated. School proper-
ty is to be treated with respect; it’s 
not to be damaged or defaced. Cell 
phones are not permitted during 
school. Follow directions first time 
given. 

It’s important to not have 
cell phones during class because it 
might distract other students from 
learning. A good tip is that you 
should turn off your cell phone just 
in case you get a phone call from 
someone or a text message. So that 
you won’t get in trouble from your 
teacher.  



The Sexism of School Dress Codes. 
By Elizabeth Fram, Grade 7  

Imagine it is a hot summer day and it is the 
last day of high school. You decided to wear a dress 
that was only a few inches above your knees. 
Sounds normal and reasonable, right? Well unfortu-
nately Evette Reay’s school did not understand that. 
On her last day of high school, she was sent home to 
change when Evette refused, a teacher threatened to 
hold her diploma. Other cases are when schools on-
ly enforce the finger length rule for girls and not for 
boys. It is extremely hard to find fashionable shorts 
that meet the finger length policy especially if you 
are tall for your age. In some schools, girls are still 
being sent home and can get detention if the shorts 
do not follow the finger length policy, even if all 
body parts are covered. Even during hot, 98 degree 
days, women are being forced to put on stifling 
pants just so men do not feel uncomfortable or dis-
tracted, even when they are perfectly happy and 
covered wearing shorts.  

A lot of schools still have not updated their 
dress codes, even when it was put in place during 
the 20th century. A lot of these older rules only per-
tain to girls, and schools have not changed their 
rules to either A make the rules unisex, or B make a 
universal dress code. If there are the same rules for 
everyone no one will be singled out or made un-

comfortable. It might not seem like a big deal for a 
girl to get called to the front of the class and check 
and see if her shorts are long enough but it is. It is a 
big deal. The girl is now embarrassed especially if 
there are boys whose shorts are shorter than hers but 
they do not get in trouble. A lot of times only the 
girls will get in trouble for too short shorts, or for 
their shoulders showing. The boys feel like they can 
get away with anything which is not a good outlook. 
If the school does not want shoulders showing in-
stead of making a dress code that says a girl’s shoul-
ders must be covered, how about shoulders must be 
covered. That way no one gets singled out and eve-
ryone follows the rules. There will also be no lee-
way and everyone has the same rules.  

Ideas for universal dress codes. Anyone can 
wear a skirt that is no more than (decided by the 
school) from the top of the knee. No see-through 
tops allowed unless there is a shirt on underneath. 
Shorts have to be (decided by the school) long. 
Tank tops are allowed as long as all body parts be-
sides shoulders are covered. If it is under 40 degrees 
students must have a jacket or sweater. Open-toed 
shoes are allowed but for gym has to change to 
closed-toed shoes. No hats unless it is religious at-
tire. No articles of clothing with inappropriate 
words or images. Clothing has to be changed for 
gym.  

How school can affect a student’s mental health 
            Gianna Whittemore, Grade 7  
         

 

Students in a classroom think virtual learning is easy, but is it really? No in fact it's not sitting behind a screen unmoti-
vated to do anything. While I was in school I loved to talk and help answer in class, but now the fear of getting called 
on runs through my veins. The teachers talk and yes I listen but do I really remember? No. I rush to do homework 
that’s due at 3pm because I have softball. Yes, they give us time but do we really use it? Not really because I have to 
help my mom watch the baby while she does laundry or cooks, or I need to help my sister clean her mess because I’m 
the older sister and she doesn’t do anything herself. Yes, I know it’s the same for kids in person but they’re in front of 
the teachers much more motivated. Yes my camera may be off but that may be because my hair doesn’t look good 
that day.  That is not your fault it’s that I’m not motivated to get ready, and feel good about myself.  Why am I unmo-
tivated well maybe because of a class I’m not so excited to be in or a teacher I’m scared to “see”. It’s not my choice 
to be virtual but do the parents even understand?. They put us virtual so we stay safe but do they understand what we 
go through everyday? The same cycle everyday. My moms sends me my grade asking “What happened Gianna?” 
Well what happened is I had a bad day, maybe I couldn’t focus in school because the teachers were going so fast, but 
“so fast” isn’t an option, I should be paying attention right? Yes,  but when things are going on at home or that one 
noise from outside is distracting me, it’s really hard. I may miss something they taught because my sister needed me 
to help turn her TV on, but that’s my fault because doing school at home doesn’t mean you can actually be at home. I 
turn my camera off to blow my nose but in that second I’m getting asked why is my camera off?” Some students may 
turn their camera off and leave but that’s not me. I don’t wake up early because I was up till 12:00 doing homework 
because I didn’t get back from my softball game till 9 at night. I don’t eat breakfast till after school because I need to 
be paying attention in my class.  Some teachers may not like me because of things that happened in the past, but may-
be they happened for a reason because I was struggling.  If I’m struggling I should ask for help, but I’m to scared to 
ask because they’re going to say I should be listening in class but if I am struggling to pay attention that’s my fault 
right? Now that you see it from my point of view -what do you think? 



Broadway is Finally Reopening, 
But What Will Be New? 

By: Katie Venin,-Grade 7 
 

When Broadway theaters closed 
in the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, fans and actors alike 
hoped that they would be back in 
the theaters in a few months.  In-
stead, it was over a year until the 
governor announced when Broad-
way would reopen.  On May 5, 
governor Andrew M. Cuomo an-
nounced that Broadway would 
reopen and slowly start perfor-
mances on September 14, 2021, 
with individual shows opening 
throughout the rest of the year 
and into 2022.  Broadway’s long-
est- running show, “The Phantom 
of the Opera” is set to resume 
performances on October 22, 
while Broadway’s blockbusters, 
“Hamilton”, “Wicked”, and “The 
Lion King” are resuming perfor-
mances in mid-September. Four 
new musicals are expected to 
open this fall, including “Six the 

Musical”, the British concert-style 
pop musical about the ill-fated six 
wives of King Henry VII, which 
was just 90 minutes away from 
opening when theaters shut 
down.  Among the new musicals 
are also “Mrs. Doubtfire”, “Diana”, 
and “Flying Over Sunset”.  A fifth 
new musical, “MJ”, about the life 
of Micheal Jackson, is set to open 
later this year.  A few musicals, 
most notably the two-part play 
“Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child”, aren’t expected to resume 
performances until 2022.  

With new musicals, and 
the pandemic still happening, 
many things may be a little differ-
ent in September. Masks will still 
be required for patrons, at least at 
first.  Stagedooring, which is when 
fans can get their playbills signed 
by the actors, will probably not be 
happening for a while. Even the 
frequency of performances might 
be changed to less than 8 shows 
a week.  This is all to protect both 

the actors and the patrons in the 
theater.  While things may be dif-
ferent when Broadway reopens, 
the experience of seeing shows 
being performed live should be 
the same, and just as amazing as 
before.   
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    How to help save animals in shelters- 

                        Emily & Amaia Gonzalez 
           Every year in shelters 1.5 million 

animals are euthanized in the United States 

and 4 million in America. Each animal is dif-

ferent, like dogs, cats, and even pigs.More 

than 6 million pets get put into shelters. 

Many people drop off their pets at shelters 

because they can’t take care of their pets or 

even because they aren’t young 

anymore. Many reasons for it are 

ridiculous and these animals de-

serve a happy life and not behind 

a cage waiting to be adopted each 

day or until they get euthanized. Many people 

believe that euthanizing animals is wrong and 

how they shouldn’t do it. Although sometimes 

shelters are good, it's sometimes not the best 

option. There are even killing shelters which 

is when an animal has a subsidized amount of 

time to be adopted or they are euthanized. 

There are No-Kill shelters that try not to 

kill animals and try to take as much as they 

can. Sometimes shelters can even drop off ani-

mals on roads or woods, which can kill the an-

imals because of moving cars, and no food, or 

water for them. Shelters are very bad for ani-

mals and can affect the future of pets.  
       Ways to help animals in shelters is to 

support fundraisers or charities. A charity 

that helps is Best Friends Animal Society. The 

Charity does outreach nationwide with animal 

shelters, rescue groups, and members to pro-

mote pet adoption. The Alaqua Animal Refuge 

provides protection and care to animals in 

need. They believe that every abused, neglect-

ed, and homeless animal deserves a second 

chance.  Other ways you could help by donating 

to shelters or fostering. Animal shelters of-

ten need towels, toys, and other supplies. 

Fostering is when you take in pets who cannot 

adapt to shelter life, if not until they're 

ready to find their permanent homes.  Adopting 

animals in shelters lets them get a new chance 

in life, one 

where 

they can 

be  happy 
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  Stop Hurting Those Unable to Defend 
Themselves 
By Kyle Montemayor and Adam Villeno 

 
 
 The Japanese animated film “Silent 
Voice'' created by Kyoto Animation is 
purely based on real life situations that 
could possibly happen. This film is 
based on a kid who was depressed and 
alone because he bullied a girl with 
special needs. The girl was born deaf, 
and dedicated her life to learning sign 
language. She only wanted to be 
friends with the kid, but was instead 
bullied over and over for years by him. 
The boy was taking off her hearing aids 
everyday, breaking them and throwing 
them out of the window in their class-
room. As a result, the girl transferred to 
another school. Although this is a film, 
the situation is very realistic and many 
students at any grade level can relate 
to this. Getting bullied is serious and 
has many repercussions. It is important 
for people to think for themselves and 
try to imagine what it would feel like to 
be the victim and even the bully. Why 
do bullies bully? How does it feel to be 
bullied? How does this impact your life? 

These are all questions to consider. It is 
important to notice a bullying situation 
and how much pain one can feel be-
cause of it, especially if defending your-
self is not possible.  

 
Bullies  don’t understand the impact 
that their words and actions have on 
the victims. In fact, many bullies even 
believe what they are doing is a “funny 
joke” when they point out something 
that someone has no control over. If 
you do this or have ever seen someone 
do this in your lifetime it is your respon-
sibility to not be a bystander and stand 
up for what is right even if that means 
seeking the help of a teacher, parent, 
or other adult.  It is understandable why 
some teens believe it is better to be a 
bystander in fear of being bullied them-
selves, but, trust us when we say there 
are always ways to help even if it 
means remaining anonymous. If you 
are the victim of bullying, try to contact 
someone as soon as possible even if 
you can’t. Try speaking to someone 
who can possibly help you and defend 
yourself against any bullies. You cannot 
defend yourself and it is not your fault 
that you are unable to defend yourself.  

 

The victim who is getting bullied proba-
bly feels depressed or discouraging. 
Most people who get made fun of prob-
ably just laugh on the outside but on 
the inside they probably feel rage or 
sadness. Their two-faced nature is why 
the bullies get the best of them. This 
could affect their life because they 
probably can't interact with others. This 
could also affect their mental health be-
cause they could feel suicidal or anxie-
ty. If you have any of these problems, I 
recommend you to try to avoid them 
and meet new people. This could help 
because you don't have to worry or 
think about the bullies that hurted you 
in a physical way or a mental way. 
Meeting new people could also help 
because this could help your interaction 
with other people and make relation-
ships with them. If you ever meet the 
bullies again, the new people you meet 
could probably help you face those bul-
lies.  



 

 

Which pet is worth is cats or dogs? 
By Layla Santos  
 
 
 
Dogs  
 
Dogs are a companion; some dogs are even used as support 
animals. If dogs are healthy they usually last up to 12-13 
years alive. There are different breeds of dogs to choose from. 
The breed of the dog will determine how the dog looks and 
acts; dogs can also be mixed to breed. Reasons people have 
dogs are family pets, help people emotionally and physically, 
best friends, and so much more. If you want a playful pet, a 
dog is the best option.  
 
Cats 
 
Cats are definitely more of a chill and relaxing pet but don't 
underestimate them they are just as fierce. Unlike dogs cats 
can live from 2-16 years old.there are cats that are classified 
as domestic which means if they wanted to they can harm 
you.just like there is domestic cats there are also some cats 

that are not domestic.If you want a more small and relaxing 
pet that does not take as much work then a cat is the way to 
go. 
 
Similarities and differences of dogs and cats 
 
Dogs and cats are very similar and different. Something that 
makes them very different is the way they are trained. While 
cats are trained to use their cat litter and dogs are trained to 
go outside.something else that makes them different is their 
weight. A cat can weigh up to 25 pound while a dog can weigh 
up to 300 pounds. Something that makes them the same is 
that they both have a tale. They also both have hair but they 
all have different types of hair. The most common pets are 
cats. They are most common in 91 countries and dogs are in 
71. 

 
Attention 6th Grade!  Tips on how to have a success-
ful 7th grade year!  
 by:  Jazlyn Cabeche and Kenyris Alston, Grade 7  
` 
 
        We all know moving to a higher grade can be 
scary but we have good advice for you as you enter the 
world of 7th grade at Lakeside Middle School! And 
trust us… it is not as scary as you may think! Follow 
our advice and earn yourself a very successful 7th grade 
year!  

 
First,  always do your homework. Of course homework 
will help your grade a lot and it’s useful but the only 
bad thing if you don’t do your homework is your grade 
will actually go down pretty badly, yes they maybe are 
worth 10 points but they are worth not losing so just do 
your homework and I get it you may forget it but as 
soon as possible do it for your grade, so it won’t go 
down more. Make sure you put in effort and time cause 
the teachers will check- they don’t just look at what's 
turned in they read it so make sure you are proud of the 
effort you put into your homework.   

 
Next, is testing! The tests are pretty easy if you study of 
course! Be sure to put effort into studying for your test 
because if you dont they will cause stress and be diffi-
cult. you want to pass the test you have to put down 
your phone or technology and study.. Yes studying may 

be boring but it’s worth it cause when you pass the test 
you would feel amazing and happy, but when you feel 
like you failed it you would regret never studying so all 
you have to do to pass is to study.. With Mr. Hales, his 
tests are really long, but it’s fine, I mean it’s history but 
what he does to make sure you have the things to study: 
he has a podcast and he has Kahoots so you can study -
just listen to the podcast and it you would be fine. For 
the Kahoots, just keep playing till you remember what 
your need and you can also study in school for the time! 
 
     Continuing, is participation! You of course want to 
participate in the classes it actually helps your grade a 
little and it helps the teachers know you actually under-
stand what they are teaching about. Participation is 
great and helpful it makes the students that don’t know 
the answer then understand  its a great way to actually 
teach your friends as well if they don't get what the 
teachers are saying. The teachers will mostly pick you 
and give you compliments as, ‘You’re on a roll’ and 
you probably will like the  compliments from your 
teachers. If somehow you don't know the answer, it 
never hurts to try, you get it wrong and it’s okay at least 
you participated and that will make the teachers happy 
and let them know you are trying your best. I hope you 
all have a great 7th grade year! You will be amazing 7th 
graders. 
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- Truth behind successful stocks 

By Andrew Adegbite, grade 7 
 

People who are successful stock 
investors such as Warren Buff, Pe-
ter Lynch, Carl Icahn, and even my 
uncle. These people prove anyone 
can become rich and wealthy 
through stocks. Stocks are very 
risky to invest in. However, if you 
know how to do it, you just may 
wind up financially successful. Here 
are some tips on how to safely and 
wisely invest in the stock market. 
The stock market is basically when 
a company goes public and you are 
allowed to invest money into them. 
After you do that however much 
money they make you make a 
small percentage of it. 

 Tip 1- When it comes to re-
search you must put in a lot of time 
and effort. Constant research is the 
most important component of buy-
ing into a good stock because with-
out it you just may wind up making 
a poor investment with your money. 
In more recent months and years, 
people love helping small business-
es and the environment. If you re-
search enough you'll find a small 
business that is bound to go up. 
Even if the business does not take 
off you may not lose too much 
money which leads me to the next 
tip. 
Tip 2- Another trait you need to in-
vest wisely in the stock market is 
patience. There are many reasons 
why stock investors may feel un-

successful including not seeing a 
quick return on their money. It is 
this lack y of patience that will re-
sult in no earnings. If I know any-
thing about stocks, it is that they 
don't grow overnight! A prime ex-
ample from personal experience is 
my father.  My dad once was of-
fered an opportunity to invest in 
Amazon when it was no more than 
$30 a share and today it is now 
$3,200 a share! At the time he was 
not knowledgeable about stocks 
and did not invest, only leaving him 
feeling a sense of regret as that in-
vestment became a multi-million 
opportunity. 

 

Tip 3- Think from a citizen's per-
spective. If you use this perspective 
you are sure to be confident in what 
you purchase. All you need for this 
tip is to think of what company you 
find useful and what you have an 
interest in.  

Tip 4- There are some good 
things you can research to invest in 
right now. Some of these things 
may be stocks for the new Apple 
car that will be coming out. It is 
planned to come out in 2024 and 
will have a lot of hype around it be-
cause it's an electric car. Another 
could be Disney.  Disney is a really 
good one. It is cheap as of right 
now because of covid. Although it 
is low now after vaccines are fin-
ished Disney will be worth millions 
of dollars again.  

Tip 5- 
good ways to research is by using 
a stock screener. Stock screeners 
show you how much money the 
company you're researching 
makes, employee amount, and 
profit off of what they spend. You 
can also research companies on 
NASDAQ. A person can find what 
banks invest in that company. They 
should also look up SEC filings, 
which by law every company that 
has stock has to report income 4 
times a year.  This will help assure 
if you do want to invest in the com-
pany. A really good way to find 
small companies is looking through 
banks like TD Bank, Fidelity Bank, 
and Schwab from those you can 
look at small companies that are 
publicly traded. Go to research, 
than stocks, after that screener 
stocks/or stock screener.  Soon af-
ter, make your filter based on price, 
reasons for the company, and /or 
how they are currently doing. For 
example, if you wanted to do a 5 
dollar or less stock investment, 
then you can look for that and it will 
list those companies. as for extra 
research look at stock news. 

 



        LEARNING TENNIS WITH SHA-
YAN AND ARBER 

BY SHAYAN ASHAN AND  
ARBER BERLAJOLLI, Grade 7 

Have you always wanted to learn to play ten-
nis, but you've been unsure of where to 

start? Do you love watching Rafael Nadal or 
Roger Federer  dominate the courts, and 

hope to be just like them? Playing tennis can 
help you build speed, power, and fitness. 
It's also a great way to spend time with 

your family or your friends, learn the layout 
of the court, the scoring system, and all the 

playing techniques you need to become a 
tennis pro! (by the way, if you want lessons 

with THE Shayan or THE Arber it's 10$ per 
session but the very first session is free 
also for 20$ you can have classes for the 
whole week!. If you want to speak with us-
look us up and say that you want to play, 

(classes start on July 15th, 2021).  
 
 

Buy tennis supplies.  
You don't need to buy professional-grade 
tennis supplies right away, every beginner 

will need to have a few things to get start-
ed. For example, you'll need a racket, any 
tennis racket will do. Whatever seems fit-
ting to you will do the job. Check to make 

sure your hands fit comfortably around the 
handle. The racket shouldn't feel like it's 

too heavy to move, but it also shouldn't feel 
like it weighs anything. 

 
<-tennis supplies like this work well, but 

make sure you get one that is just right for 
you! 

 
 

Buy tennis clothes   
Before you buy tennis clothes, ask your gym 

or club if they have any clothing require-
ments. If not, any loose, comfortable ath-

letic clothes will be fine. 
•Stricter clubs may require you to buy 
tennis shoes, tennis shorts and shirts, 
and tennis skirts for women. However, 

this is not always the case. 

•  
•Tennis shoes are the best to play ten-
nis in, but if you don't have them, any 

pair of sneakers will do. 
 

Find an opponent 
Once you learn the basics, you'll need an 

opponent to practice tennis with. Ask anyone 
you see playing at your local court if they'd 
be interested in helping you learn. If not, 

try asking friends, family, or even searching 
online for a local tennis association. 

 
 

Learn the Basics  
Figuring out the different areas of the ten-
nis court is the first step in learning how to 
play. Different parts of the court are bet-
ter for different kinds of plays, so spend 

some time walking around the court before 
starting to practice. 

•Tennis courts are divided in two by a 
net--one side is yours, the other is your 
opponent's. You can't touch the net or 

hit the ball into it in-game.  

•  
•The parallel line furthest from the net 

is the baseline. You'll stand here to 
make the first serve. 

•  
•There's a much thinner line between 

halves, perpendicular to the net. This 
divides the serve area into left and 

right sections. 

•  
•The two lines on each side of the court 

perpendicular to the net mark the 
boundaries of the court. The inner line 
is for a singles game and the outer is 

for doubles. 

•  
 

 
Practice hitting 
the ball with your 
racket. 

Before you start serving or playing, get used 
to your racket and ball. Practice tossing the 
ball in the air and hitting it until you can hit 

the ball hard a few times in a row. Don't 
worry too much about accuracy right now--
just get a feel for your racquet and a feel 

for the ball. 

 
^This is how you should be hitting the 
ball, where it is just leveled with you so 
you can give it a good hit^ 

 
 
 

Learn how to do a forehand stroke. 
The forehand stroke is by far the most pop-
ular move in tennis. And you are going to be 
learning the basics about a forehand stroke 
and how to perform it in a match. The fore-
hand stroke is played by holding the racquet 
out in your dominant hand, like the hand you 

shake hands with. Then, pivot so that you 
wind the racquet behind you and hit the ball 
outward and upward. This stroke is best for 

soft but high serves. 

 
  ^This is an example of how to perform the 
forehand stroke ^ 

 
 

Try a backhand stroke. 
The backhand is one of the easiest strokes 
to master. Grip the racquet with both hands 

and hold it out to the side. It should look 
similar to a baseball player at-bat. When 
the ball approaches, hit it hard at a slight 

upward angle. This stroke hits the ball hard 
and is a great way to be sure that your ball 

will get into the serve area. 
•There is also a one-handed backhand 

stroke. You use your dominant hand on-
ly, but everything else stays the same. 
This one is a little tougher to manage. 

•  

^This is how to perform the 

Backhand stroke which is quite easy 

to perform in a match^ 

 
 
 

Serve the ball towards the 
serve area. 

When the ball approaches the 
head of your racquet, strike it 

hard diagonally towards the oth-
er player's serve  area. Aim to-
wards the section of the serve 

area closest to them. The idea is 
to force the ball to bounce once 

before they can return the 
serve. 

•If the ball hits the net on 
the way to the other side of 
the court, it's called a “let” 

and you can do the serve over 
again. 

•  
•If the ball stays on your side 

of the court, goes out of 
bounds, or if you miss the 

serve altogether, it's a 
“fault.” You can get one do-
over for a fault, but if you 

fault twice in one serve, the 
point is awarded to your oppo-
nent and the game moves on 

to the next point. 



Advice to Upcoming 7th Graders 

By Kamila Rosas 

7th grade is hard, but let me grant you advice on how to get through the year. 7th grade is known for being the 
hardest middle school year, when teachers hand you stacks of homework and the entire experience stresses you 
out, former sixth graders don’t know exactly how to handle it all. Since covid started you haven't experienced 
the true 6th grade experiences, walking to all of your different classes, having a locker. Hopefully, once you 
get to 7th grade you can experience more fun activities and much 

more.  

7th grade will be difficult if you DON’T pay attention . So focus and do your work and you will roll through 
middle school without any doubt. The homework is going to get difficult throughout the months so just pay 
attention and TAKE NOTES!! 7th grade will be easy if you focus now in 6th grade but it's quite advanced, al-
so do not be afraid to ask questions that are the only way you will learn and understand better. Some tips for 
your upcoming year are: 

•laugh at Mrs.Lopresti jokes even if they aren't funny 

•  

•act like you like Penn State and watch their games  

•  

•Bring your books don't leave them home  

•  

• Submit your homework on time 

•  

•Come prepared with your computer charged 

•  

•Study for the tests/quiz  

•  
 
 
 

  
For us 7th graders we didn't have the full experience either with middle school but hopefully incoming 7th 
graders you can all experience everything.  



 

 

 

 

 

Where should you travel this summer?  

Here are our Top 10 Vacation Spots 

By Tyler Whartnaby and Gabe Lo-
gan,    

Covid-19 stopped us dead in our 

tracks forcing us 
to quarantine for months 
on end . However, now that 
restrictions are being lifted, 
summer vacation plans are 
in full effect. Wonder where 
to go now that you are 
“free”? Here are our rec-
ommendations for the Top 
10 Vacation Spots for the 
summer of 2021! 

To start off in the 
number 10 spot we have 
Point Pleasant, this is a 
favorite place amongst 
locals. The best thing to do 
at Point Pleasant is to take 
a walk down the 1 mile 
long boardwalk featuring 
fun games, restaurants, a 
funhouse, arcades, an 
aquarium and even a 
theme park. With great 
staff working on the board-
walk you will be safe and 
happy, the members work-
ing the games will encour-
age and give you tips on 
how to play and win. There 
is a great selection of food 
including great restaurants 
like Martell's tiki bar, Jen-
kinson's Pavilion Bar and 
Restaurant and boardwalk 
bar and grill. The aquarium 
is an intimate aquarium 
with exhibits of fish, coral 
reefs, penguins, sharks & 
other marine life. Finally 
the amusement park fea-
tures rides like Moby Dick, 
the Pendolo, Starship, Tor-
nado and many more. 
Point Pleasant is a friendly 
place and a great place to 
take kids. 

For more information visit https://
jenkinsons.com/  

 
In the number 9 place is Myrtle 

beach, Myrtle Beach is a city and vacation 
resort on South Carolina’s Atlantic coast, 
there is a 60-mile string of beaches. It’s also 

known for its celebrity-designed golf courses. 
Along its beachfront boardwalk are arcades, 
souvenir stands and restaurants, as well as 
the old-fashioned Family Kingdom amuse-
ment park and the SkyWheel, one of the 
country’s tallest Ferris wheels. 
 For more information visit https://
www.visitmyrtlebeach.com/ 

 
Another great destination coming in 

at number 8 is Long Beach island, although 
LBI does include a boardwalk the beautiful 
beaches, Arcades, and Restaurants make up 
for it. Only 1.5 hours away LBI is another 
great vacation destination that will bring great 
memories. 

 
 
Ocean City, New Jersey is only 2 hours from 
Pompton lakes and is way worth the drive. 
Tourist attractions include the Ocean City 
boardwalk that includes water slides, roller 
coasters, arcades, food and more. For adults 
Ocean City has boating, fishing, and site see-
ing. Overall Ocean City, New Jersey is a 
great option if you're looking to spend time at 
the Beach. $$ For more information visit 
https://oceancityvacation.com/where-to-shop/
boardwalk.html 

 

 
 
Taking the 6 spot is Yellowstone known for 
its incredible views and nature. Yellowstone 
stretches across multiple states including 
Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. There is a 
large variety of wildlife and unique food, for 
example bison burgers. There are so many 
things to do at this national park, that to do it 
all you might need to stay for 2 months at 
least. Things to do include, take a hike, watch 
a geyser explode, watch wildlife, go watch a 
historical show, go fishing, go biking, go see 
some extraordinary views, eat unique food 
and go to the one of the many rodeos. $$$ 

For more information visit https://
www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm  

 

 
At number 5 is the Outer Banks which many 
people might know from the popular Netflix 
Tv show. Although it is almost a 9 hour drive 
the Outer Banks has many tourist attractions 
that would make up for it. Tourist attractions 
include Birdwatching, Light house, beaches, 
surfing, fishing, boating and more. The most 
important benefit of the outer Banks is it is 
spread out and not packed tight with tourists 
so it's more private and relaxing. For more 
information $ visit https://
www.outerbanks.org/things-to-do/ 

 
 
number 4 is Dominican Republic with beauti-
ful beaches and a great coral reef. There are 
plenty things to do like go snorkeling, 
kayaking,fishing and sightseeing. Its terrain 
comprises of rainforest, savannah and high-
lands, including Pico Duarte, the Caribbean’s 
tallest mountain. Capital city Santo Domingo 
has Spanish landmarks like the Gothic Cate-
dral Primada de America dating back 5 cen-
turies in its Zona Colonial district. $$ For 
more information visit https://
www.godominicanrepublic.com/  
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Coming in at number 3 is Cancun, 

Mexico known for its great beaches and clear 
oceans. Cancun has great resorts and is a 
good place to take family vacations or adult 
only vacations. It’s composed of 2 distinct 
areas: the more traditional downtown area, El 
Centro, and Zona Hotelera, a long, beach-
front strip of high-rise hotels, nightclubs, 
shops and restaurants. Cancun is also a 
famed destination for students during Spring 
Break period. $$ For more information visit 
 https 

www.mexicancaribbean.travel/cancun/  

 

 
Coming in 2nd Bermuda is arguably the best 
vacation spot on the list and is also an idle 
vacation destination. If you're looking for a 
more laid back relaxing vacation that is not 
way over your budget and isn’t jammed 
packed with tourists, Bermuda is the place for 
you. Tourist attractions include beaches such 
as Horseshoe Beach, Elbow Beach, Jacobs 
Cove, and many more which are all easy to 
access due to the trolley system around the 
Island. Jet-Skiing, hiking, and site seeing at 
shipwrecks are also common attractions. 
Finally if you're looking for a more upbeat 
area to get great food and have fun you can 
go to Hamilton,  the capital of the small is-
land. Overall Bermuda is a great place to visit 
and is only 2 hours away from Newark air-
port. $$ For more information visit https://

www.gotobermuda.com/bta 

 
 
On the top of the list is Maui Hawaii also 
known as “The Valley Isle.” Maui is an Idle 
vacation spot with a balanced variety of activ-
ities such as surfing, sun tanning, hiking, 
snorkeling, swimming, paddle boarding, and 
more. Although it is a 12 hour plane ride from 
Newark airport and tourist activities, hotels, 
food, etc are pricey Mauii is voted the best 
Island in the U.S. $$$ For more information 
visit https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/maui  
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Live Life BETTER 
By Anonymous Inspirational Man 

“ In the end we only regret the chances we didn’t 
take.” Take Chances, Live Life, If you don’t, you 
will never know what you will miss out on. Go 
outside, make friends, stop staying inside and 
saying you will do things the next day. Start now, 
be determined, if you are working for something, 
work hard. If you want something you have to be 
hungry and determined to reach your goal. Be 
hungry for your goal, not Chick- Fil-A. Stop stay-
ing inside and making online friends, make real 
friends, not imaginary ones.  
This summer go outside and have fun, don’t stay 
inside while others are doing what you want to be 
doing. Make friends and go out, you do not live 
forever so you should use the time that you have 
on Earth wisely. Have fun with them, don't waste 
your time doing nothing, go out and have some 
fun while you can.  Go to water parks in real life 
with your friends, not simulations of them. Have 
fun with your family and friends and stop staying 
inside  playing Fortnite all day. “ Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once 
in a while, you could miss it. “- Ferris Bueller. 
This quote shows just how important and valua-

ble our time is here, life moves very quickly. Stop 
sometimes to appreciate what you have and what 
you are given.  If you don’t stop and appreciate 
what you have you will never know how many 
things you missed out on. Go to the movies with 
your friends, go to the mall with your friends, go 
do the things that you have never done before 
and are scared to do. Fear is at the moment, take 
a second to look at your fear and say, “ I have 
the courage to do that,” you will only become 
stronger.  Too many of us are not living our 
dreams because we are living our fears. Your 
fears only hold you back from doing things that 
you have always wanted to do. Value your time as 
a kid, once you get older you will never have the 
opportunity to go out with the group anymore 
once you are older. You won’t be able to go cliff 
jumping with the “ BOYS” anymore because you 
will have a family to support. So go overcome 
your fears and do what you want to be doing. 
Live your dreams. Do not let anything hold you 
back and have freedom in what you are doing. 
Don’t think you are forced to do things that you 
don’t want to do.  

 


